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Mark Your Calendars Please come to my Classical and 

Flamenco Guitar Concert Benefit. 
This concert is being put on in 
order to raise money for a small 
orphanage in Leon, Haiti. There 
will be a slideshow presentation 
about the orphanage, and how your 
donations can help. The amazing 
line-up of performers includes 
Constantine Kulkoff, Steven P. 
Oakes, Scott O’day, and Bill 
Tomkiewicz. Wine and light 
appetizers will be served. This is an 
open invitation, so feel free to 
invite your friends and family. 
Please RSVP (vireyes@gmail.com 
or 415-218-1411) so that I can plan 
for seating and drinks 
appropriately. Hope to see you 
there! (Tax-deductible donations 
are at your discretion.) 

•  01 - 30 Apr – Federal on-call 
month. 

•  05 Apr – Red Cross / CERT 
Triage Training. See below for 
info. 

•  03, 04 May – Logistics 
specialty training: water 
system. Station 2 Santa Clara, 
1000 – 1500. 

•  17 May – Team meeting & 
training. Operations Center 
Menlo Park, 1000 – 1500. New 
member orientation 0900. 
Ops/Core mtg 0830. 

•  31 May, 01 Jun – Logistics 
specialty training: shelter 
systems. (01 Jun tentative). 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Welcome to the March edition of 
the CA-6 Chronicles! We’re freshly 
returned from a great team turnout 
at NDMS Summit in Nashville, and 
getting ready for our second federal 
on-call month of 2008. 
This month brings a lot of news, so 
let’s get right to it… 

April On-Call 
CA-6 is one of the on-call teams 
for the month of April. Please 
update your availability for the 
month in the Member’s Area. Also 
keep your gear packed and prepare 
your family and employer for 
possible deployment. 

Haiti Orphanage Benefit Concert 
Vivian Reyes, one of our own 
MD’s, is hosting a Classical and 
Flamenco Guitar Concert Benefit to 
raise funds for an orphanage next 
door to where our medical mission 
works in Haiti. It’s on Saturday, 
April 12th, at 7pm. Vivian says: 

Red Cross Triage Training 
We’re providing triage training at a 
Red Cross and CERT exercise on 5 
Apr, 0730 to 1130, followed by 
free lunch. Come help moulage and 
teach a triage course. If you’re 
interested, contact me at 
commander@dmatca6.org. 

ICS Training Now Required 
Well, it’s finally time. Effective 
May 1st, all federal members will 
be required to have taken ICS 100, 
200, 700 and 800. Members who 
do not submit completion 
certification to us will not be 
eligible to deploy or attend federal 
training. You’ll still be able to 
deploy on non-federal missions, 
and attend training as non-federal 
members. But you won’t receive 
USERRA coverage, federal travel 
reimbursement for exercises, etc. 
You can take the courses online for 
free in less than a day at 
http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.a
sp. Look for IS-100HC, IS-200HC, 
IS-700, and IS-800B. When you’re 

done with the courses, print the 
certificates and fax them to us at 
(650) 412-1815. 

Federal Roster Refinement 
NDMS has announced that our 
federal team should have 150 
members, with specific to-be-
announced depth in each position 
(e.g., MD, RN). 
They’re preparing to introduce 
some methods to help us remove 
inactive members from our roster 
so that we can make way for the 
many new and eager members 
“waiting at the door”. 
As we are now federal employees, 
it is not an easy process to remove 
our inactive members. But the 
process is now underway and we 
expect it to be concluded by this 
summer. 
If you are one of those members, it 
will soon be “decision time”. In 
order to remain on the federal team 
you will have to step up, catch up 
with your requirements (training, 
immunizations, respiratory, credit 
card, etc), and remain active. But 
we completely understand if life 
has caught up with you and you no 
longer have the time for this serious 
commitment. Of course, you are 
more than welcome to remain a 
member of the non-profit team! 

Operations Center Change! 
Our May 17 training will most 
likely be our last at our present 
Operations Center in Menlo Park. 
The old-timers may remember way 
back when our warehouse was a 
shipping container at AMR 
headquarters in Burlingame. That 
served us well for about two years, 
when we hooked up with US&R 
CATF-3 and moved into a new 
facility they’d built on Chilco Rd in 
Menlo Park. We quickly outgrew 
that building and spent the next 
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couple of years with CATF-3 in a 
warehouse on Jefferson Ave in 
Menlo Park. When Tyco needed 
the space back, we moved with 
CATF-3 to our current location on 
Willow Rd in Menlo Park. 
For all this time our warehouse was 
sponsored by San Mateo County 
Public Health. Our federal cache 
was relocated to Moffett Field in 
2003, but the Menlo Park facility 
continued as our operations center 
and non-profit warehouse. 
Well, the contract there is up this 
year and won’t be renewed. The 
current plan is for Moffett to 
remain our federal warehouse, and 
our operations center and non-
profit facility to move to the new 
EMSA warehouse in Santa Clara 
where our non-profit will help 
maintain the facility and its resident 
CAL-MAT cache. The new 
location has plenty of room, and 
will put us within 2 miles of San 
Jose Airport and remain within 5 
miles of Moffett Field, and easier 
access from multiple freeways, so 
it’s an improved location from a 
post-disaster hazard perspective. As 
with any “new house”, it’ll take 
some time to unpack, and settle in. 
We’re planning to start an orderly 
move after our April on-call month, 
and hopefully conclude it in July. 
So look for some logistics requests 
to help us out with the move! 

 
Medical Officer’s Rx 

By Brian Blaisch, Chief Medical 
Officer and Deputy Commander 

2008 NDMS Training Summit 
The summit this year was very 
dynamic and exciting. I am very 
impressed that we had such a 
sizeable delegation of CA-6 
members who had to pay their own 
way due to the lack of funding for 

general membership. It’s quite a 
commitment of resources and time, 
and I’m proud of the presence we 
brought. Although I cannot speak 
for others, the courses I attended 
were of high quality and should 
prove to be of benefit for 
preparedness planning within our 
Team and within the community, as 
well as during deployment. 
There continue, of course, to be 
many changes to the NDMS 
accompanied by major funding 
difficulties. Although, on the one 
hand, morale seems to be low as 
everyone grapples with these 
difficulties, there is a sense of hope 
that things will improve and that 
the NDMS will emerge stronger 
and more functional. The one 
commonality I found in both team 
members and leadership is 
profound respect for each other and 
the understanding that we are all 
motivated and committed to do this 
job and be there for our country 
under the most trying 
circumstances. We all wish we 
were more appreciated and better 
compensated for the work we have 
done and continue to do, but no one 
seems to be walking away. I just 
think it’s important to acknowledge 
this because during such trying 
times, this continues to be a 
wonderful way to give to and 
support our community and country 
in a morally unambiguous way.  

New NDMS Chief Medical Officer 
CAPT H. Allen Dobbs reported as 
the new NDMS Chief Medical 
Officer, 4 February 2008. Dr. 
Dobbs joins us from the Indian 
Health Service where he served as 
the Chief of Emergency Medicine 
at the Phoenix Indian Medical 
Center (PIMC). He brings to 
NDMS an in-depth understanding 
of medical special operations and 
mission command. Stay tuned as 
these concepts are developed for 
NDMS medical elements.  
Dr. Denis FitzGerald reported two 
weeks earlier. He joins Dr. Bill 
Piggott and CDR Tim Davis as 
Deputy CMOs. Dr. FitzGerald is a 
native of Boston, completed his 
Emergency Medicine residency in 
Cincinnati, and most recently 
served as the CMO of the 

CONTOMS program inside of the 
Department of Homeland Security.  
CAPT Robert Bencic is the new 
NDMS Quality Assurance Director. 
Dr. Bencic is a board certified 
general dentist who comes to 
NDMS after a career working in 
the Indian Health Service and the 
Bureau of Prisons. In addition, he 
arrives at NDMS with a 
background in safety, infection 
control, and peer and program QA 
reviews. CAPT Bencic will take the 
lead in the Credentialing and 
Privileging programs.  
At the Team Medical Officer 
Meeting at the NDMS Training 
Summit we got to hear from Dr. 
Dobbs about the direction he plans 
take this arm of the NDMS. His 
main priority is to open up the lines 
of communication between the 
teams and leadership. Specifically, 
he intends to establish a listserv or 
other means to hear directly from 
any team member who wants to 
offer feedback and input ideas to 
this program. One of his main goals 
is to move forward on developing 
Best Practices for medical 
operations in the field. A Senior 
Medical Working Group has been 
established in order to grapple with 
and advise NDMS leadership on 
this and other aspects of medical 
policy and practice for the teams.  
As noted above, Dr. Bill Piggott is 
the Western Regional Deputy 
CMO. We are fortunate to have 
someone with such experience as 
our advocate in this process. I 
intend to meet with him in person 
and to maintain ongoing email 
contact with him to bring our 
Team’s concerns and ideas to him 
directly. Please feel free to email 
me with questions, concerns, and 
ideas you would like me to bring to 
him. You can reach me at 
medical@dmatca6.org. 

Emergency Medical Records 
(EMR)/Joint Patient Assessment 
and Tracking System (JPATS) 
Mandatory Training 
NDMS rolled out its new EMR at 
the Summit. Sporting some modest 
improvements from the last 
version, it looks to be largely 
beneficial. Although everyone 
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remains nervous about the concept 
of trying to go paperless during 
periods of high patient volume and 
acuity, the system is designed for 
simplicity and will allow for 
continuity of care and surveillance 
of medical trends during 
deployment. The Joint Patient 
Assessment and Tracking System 
(JPATS) is a web-based application 
that will help us better track 
patients throughout the NDMS 
system. Although the two are not 
quite linked, the greatest advantage 
will occur when the EMR connects 
directly to the Patient Tracking 
System, which itself is a nice and 
simple program. It’s not clear when 
we will be in a position to train the 
team in the use of the EMR, but be 
reassured for now that it’s a very 
simple and easy system to use. 

New Interstate Disaster Medical 
Cooperative (IDMC) 
Hats off to Sam Bradley for helping 
to put this together and pull it off so 
successfully. As most of you know, 
in addition to being our Training 
Officer, Sam’s day job is with the 
California Emergency Medical 
Services Authority helping to 
breathe life into the CAL-MAT 
program, among other things. 
Recognizing the benefit of 
collaborating with neighboring 
states in the areas of mutual aide 
and shared training and response, 
she and her partner in crime, Tim 
Conley (IMERT), introduced this 
idea informally at the NDMS 
Summit and arranged for a meet-
and-greet to officially inaugurate 
the Interstate Disaster Medical 
Cooperative. Although initially 
they expected just a few 
participants, the idea took off like a 
wildfire (pardon the pun), as 
evidenced by the representatives of 
15 States who showed up for the 
impromptu dinner meeting. Wow! 
You go girl! Stay tuned for more 
details as they develop. 

American College of Emergency 
Physicians (ACEP) Disaster 
Preparedness and Response 
Committee 
In its attempt to jump-start its new 
Disaster Committee, ACEP held its 
first-ever introductory and 

organizational meeting of this 
committee on the last day of the 
NDMS Training Summit. Although 
I regrettably missed it, I spoke with 
Dr. Moses Lee, who is also 
collaborating with the Interstate 
Disaster Medical Cooperative. The 
committee’s stated goals oare to: 

•  In conjunction with the Public 
Relations Committee, develop 
public messaging on disaster 
preparedness and response to 
include materials to be used by 
the ACEP Foundation. 

Credential Smart 

•  Serve as a resource to the 
Board and ACEP committees 
on issues regarding disaster 
preparedness and response. 

•  Explore the need for additional 
specialized disaster medicine 
training for frontline 
emergency physicians and 
make recommendations to the 
Board. 

•  Identify and publish model 
practices to enhance hospital 
preparedness from a disaster or 
terrorist event.  

•  Review and update core 
curriculum in disaster 
medicine for emergency 
medicine residents and 
develop/identify training 
materials for use by residency 
programs. 

•  Develop disaster related course 
proposals and submit to the 
Educational Meetings 
Committee for consideration 
for the 2009 Scientific 
Assembly. 

All providers, physician and mid-
level, are required to be 
credentialed through Credential 
Smart. Eventually, medical 
providers of all levels will be 
required to go through the process. 
Although I am not entirely clear on 
when this requirement will be 
reinforced, I would strongly 
suggest that any physician or mid-
level practitioner who has not gone 
through this process should do so 
as soon as possible. I can attest that 
compared to similar online 
applications I have had to 
complete, this one is reasonable 
and not very difficult. As with all 
paper and online credentialing 
processes, the key is simply to have 
all of the requisite information 
available in one folder. In general 
this is a good idea so think of this 
as the perfect opportunity to get all 
of this info together for “the next 
time”. My personal suggestion is 
that you scan all of your certificates 
and other important papers into 
your computer and place them into 
one file so that you can easily back 
them up, produce them at will, and 
simplify this process. Just a 
suggestion! 

•  Assist the Research Committee 
in advancing and promoting 
disaster medicine research. 

•  Monitor federal regulations 
and professional disaster 
related associations for trends 
that impact disaster medicine 
and make recommendations to 
the Board. 

•  Assist the EMS Committee in 
working to integrate EMS fully 
into the national disaster 
response structure. 

•  Establish ACEP as the primary 
organization for pediatric 
disaster medicine expertise by 
developing guidelines and 
educational materials for 
disaster preparedness unique to 
the pediatric patient in 
conjunction with the Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine 
Committee. 

To get to the part of Credential 
Smart that NDMS is using, access 
it through our team website, 
Member Section, Federal Stuff, 
Medical Credentialing System. If 
you have questions, drop Bonnie 
Atencio an email 
(administration@dmatca6.org). I 
and others of us who have 
completed the process are also 
available to answer questions. 
Remember, the degree to which we 
are in compliance with such 
regulations reflects importantly on 
our Team to NDMS leadership and 
affects our ability to deploy. 
Thanks for putting forth the effort. 
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4) update your banking information 
using the direct deposit form on 
the website and send it to me along 
with a copy of a voided check. 

  
 

It seems like a lot of work, but 
doesn’t take long and ensures you 
get notified when we’re activated 
and that you get paid in a timely 
manner. As always, let me know if 
you have trouble accessing 
anything on the website. The 
information you change on-line 
goes to limited resources. The hard 
copies you send me get sent to 
other places that affect the pay and 
travel pay you receive. 

Training News 
Administrivia By Sam Bradley, Training Officer 

By Bonnie Atencio, Administration 
Section Chief 

CFEDWest for Free! 
The 2nd annual California Fire, 
EMS and Disaster West conference 
is offering free registration for non-
profit DMAT members. Excellent 
curriculum and free CEUs. All you 
have to pay for is your own food, 
travel and lodging in So Cal. See 
the flyer at the end of the 
newsletter. 

Time for filing taxes is almost 
gone. Federal members don’t forget 
to access your myPay account for 
your W-2 and other financial 
issues. If you received pay before 
May 31 your pay came from 
FEMA. If you haven’t received a 
FEMA W-2 let me know ASAP. 
Please make any needed 
corrections to your address of 
record using the myPay website 
(https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.asp
x). To do so, login to myPay under 
“Pay Changes” and select the 
option “Correspondence 
Address.” The Post Office will not 
forward W-2s.  

We are going to be updating the 
entire database in April. If any of 
your information has changed, 
please make sure you send me you 
most current and up to date 
information right away. 

Spots are limited, so sign up soon! 

 

If you haven’t sent in your 
Verification of Clinical Hours form 
from the website, do it right away. 
All licensed members need 112 
clinical hours a year to be eligible 
for team membership. 

If you haven’t accessed myPay 
before, do it as soon as you can. 
You will need to request your 
password, which is sent by mail.  

 

Worth Reading 
The following articles were 
recommended as “worth reading” 
by your fellow team members. 

All federal members who have US 
Bank credit cards are encouraged to 
register with US Bank for online 
access to their account. Online 
access provides the ability to view 
statements and transactions as well 
as updating demographic 
information with the bank. You can 
access the site via 
https://access.usbank.com/cpsApp1
/index.jsp. Choose “Register 
Online.” The Organization Short 
Name is hhst. However, at this time 
you can’t make payments on-line. 

CA Releases Comprehensive 
Surge Guidance Operations Update 

By Annie Bustin, Operations 
Section Chief 

Independently submitted by Mary 
Clare Bennett and John 
McPartland Just a quick one this month – I’d 

like to thank those people who 
were tasked with the responsibility 
of making supplies lists for the 
RED, YELLOW and GREEN tents. 
We are now in the process of 
putting those lists together, refining 
them, and submitting them for final 
approval. Good job everyone! 

California is the first state in the 
nation to provide comprehensive 
guidelines for health care during a 
catastrophic emergency. 
www.bt.cdc.gov/publications/feb08
phprep 
and details at: All demographic changes for all 

members also need to have the 
following notifications. First and 
foremost TELL ME. Then: 

bepreparedcalifornia.ca.gov/EPO/C
DPHPrograms/PublicHealthProgra
ms/EmergencyPreparednessOffice/
EPOProgramsServices/Surge 

Immunization Coordinator 
Please welcome Carol Masterson 
and Anna Brennan to the 
immunization team! And don’t 
forget that immunizations are now 
a federal job requirement that you 
must complete on your own. Fax in 
your documented immunizations to 
(650) 412-1815. 

1) complete the change of address 
form on the website and fax to me 
with your signature, Pandemic Flu Update 

Submitted by Mary Clare Bennett 2) update your information in the 
member page of the website, Here is the fifth update on the HHS 

pandemic flu planning and 
preparedness effort: 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/plan/p
anflureport5.html 

3) update your information in the 
Automatic Notification section on 
the member’s page, and 
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San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 

1376 Willow Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Fax: (650) 412-1815 
2008 Regular Member Annual Dues Statement 
Covers Period from January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008 

 
Name: _________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

 
Regular Member Dues if paid by January 1, 2008 = $25.00    $25.00 
Late fee if paid between January 1 and January 31, 2008 = add $5.00    $_________ 

Late fee if paid between February 1 and February 28, 2008 = add $10.00   $_________ 

Late fee if paid after February 28, 2008 = add $15.00      $_________ 

If dues in arrears for 2007 = $40.00 per overdue year      $_________ 

Tax-deductible Voluntary Donation to SFBAY DMAT (not required)     $_________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT:         $_________ 

 Check #: ______ 
 Visa / MasterCard (circle one) #:______________________ Exp. Date: ________ 

 CVV: ________ Signature: ______________________ Date: _____________ 
 
Members will receive the San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team monthly newsletter and receipt of email related 
to disaster medicine, field deployments and other activities of the team. Email addresses and all other member information are kept 
confidential. No mailing lists are ever sold to third parties. Information may be shared with NDMS, the State of California EMS 
Authority, the California Department of Motor Vehicles, law enforcement, and/or the SFBAY DMAT insurance agencies as needed 
for documentation of certification, licensure, background suitability, and ability to be deployed. 
 
Dues are not required for participation and membership in the federal entity HHS/ASPR/OPEO/NDMS/DMAT CA-6. Dues are 
required for participation and membership in the non-profit entity San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team and its 
non-profit activities.  
 
Payment may be made by check, money order, Visa or MasterCard in US funds only. Checks should be made out to ‘SFBAY DMAT’ 
and mailed to the DMAT office address listed above. There has been no increase in dues for the current year. Late fees are added for 
those paying dues late to encourage members to pay at the beginning of the year and to save the additional effort and cost of issuing 
further reminders.  
 
The San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team is a 501(c)3 corporation, and is registered in the State of California as 
a non-profit public benefit corporation. Donations are deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Donations over $100.00 will be 
acknowledged by a receipt. All other donations will be acknowledged by receipt if requested. Copies of the Financial Statement for 
the latest filed year are available upon request. 

 



Special Training Opportunity for Non-Profit California DMAT 
Members!! 

 

CFED West 
Conference and Expo 2008 

 
May 19-23, 2008 

 
PALA CASINO SPA & RESORT • 11154 HIGHWAY 76 • PALA, CALIFORNIA 92059 

 
This conference is in its second year and the only one in California! It’s considered a “first responder 
statewide event” and is based on the following motivations: 
 

 CFEDWest (California Fire, EMS & Disaster) conference & expo is the only domestic trade-event 
that provides continuing education focal to the diverse and unique needs of the western based 
first responder. CFEDWest is also the only state event owned by its first responder constituents. 

 
 Most conferences sell their agenda and educational views. CFEDWest is end-product driven. The 

educational curriculum is determined by a multi-disciplined steering committee and through 
feedback from our conference participants. Personal agendas, strife, and separatism will never 
be a factor with CFEDWest 

 
 Up to 30-hours of EMS & BRN continuing educational credit offered 

 
 Over 100 exhibiting companies with static displays including EMSA 

 
 Our own Brandon Bond from SFBAY DMAT will be presenting!! 

 
The tracks are created by EMS people for EMS people: 

 Fire Track: California Fire Chief’s Association 
 EMS Track: Private Providers and Fire 
 Disaster Track: Many of our own DMAT people! 
 Nursing Track: Cal Emergency Nurse’s Association 

 
And yet to come in 2009: 

 Public Health Track 
 Terrorism Track 

 
CFED wants to get disaster people involved, and is offering us a special discount: 

 
Northern California (SFBAY DMAT, Sacramento DMAT) will have 25 free scholarships. This will include 
the full conference fee and an option to include the Terrorism pre-conference. With the current price of 
the conference at $300.00 and the Terrorism Summit at $150, this is a deal worth $450.00!!! You will be 
responsible for your own transportation, food and lodging.  
 
Terrorism Summit — Developed by Law Enforcement counter-terror intelligence members, and chaired 
by LAPD Deputy Chief Michael Downey, this summit is intended to provide the participant with a no-
holds-barred glimpse of past and future terrorist incidences, evolutions in counter surveillance and the 
use of technologies to ward off future attacks. This interactive summit will feature instruction from five 
national terrorist experts. 
 

 



 

There’s also free ENTERTAINMENT!! 
 
May 21, 2008 — Charity poker tournament (17:30 - 19:30) — Fire Family Foundation 
May 21, 2008 — Karaoke contest with an opportunity to win $500 (20:00 - 22:00) 
May 21, 2008 — Disc jockey contest and dancing (22:00 - closing) 
May 22, 2008 — Poolside BBQ ($25 per person) with disc jockey and contest (17:30 - 20:00) 
May 22, 2008 — Fire Chief’s “Flashover” band (20:00 - 22:00) 
May 22, 2008 — Disc jockey and contest (22:00 - closing) 
 
If you wish to go to the BBQ and get a t-shirt, the cost is extra.  
 
Here’s how it works ….  
 

 Look for the links in the Members Area of www.dmatca6.org to the conference and terrorism 
conference brochures, or go to www.cfedwest.com 

 Talk a team mate or friend into going with you! 
 Do NOT fill out the online registration form (or you’ll be charged) 
 Send your request to me at a special e-mail address: CFEDSnowflake@aol.com 
 I’ll need to know: 

o Name 
o Address 
o Phone, cell, fax numbers 
o E-mail address 
o Medical level 
o Medical license/cert number (for CE) 
o Employer and title 
o Choice of conference only and/or Terrorism Conference 
o If you wish the BBQ and t-shirt for an additional $25 

 
Join the party! E-mail me with questions. Hope to see you there!!! 

 
Sam Bradley 
Training Officer 
SFBAY DMAT 
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