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Mark Your Calendars 

•  01 Mar – Gear Day, 1000 – 
1500 hrs at the Menlo Park Op 
Center. See last month’s 
newsletter for additional info. 

•  15-19 Mar – NDMS Training 
Summit, Nashville. See Jan 
newsletter for details. 

•  22 Mar – Logistics Training, 
Electrical System. Time and 
location TBA. 

•  01 - 30 Apr – Federal on-call 
month 

•  05 Apr – Red Cross / CERT 
Triage Training. See below for 
info. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Over the years, NDMS has 
deployed DMATs for earthquakes, 
fires, floods, hurricanes, ice storms, 
refugees, riots, terrorist attacks, 
transportation accidents, and of 
course all of those high-profile 
public events, I would have been 
hard-pressed to come up with a 
new category. But then this month 
along came the possibility of a 
space object impact! The flexibility 
of DMATs really is amazing! 
Thanks to all those who responded 
to our short-notice announcement 
to build a roster for this possible 
mission. 

Red Cross & CERT Triage 
Training 
The Red Cross has asked us to 
provide triage training at a joint 
exercise they’re having with Santa 
Clara County CERT on 5 Apr. This 
will be an early morning event, 
perhaps 0700 – 1400. Lunch 
included. We’re looking for an 
instructor and a small handful of 
people to help moulage about 20 or 

so victims. Contact me at 
commander@dmatca6.org if you’re 
interested. 

Save the Dates! 
We’ve added additional events (or 
have received dates for previously-
announced events) to the calendar 
for this year: 
•  22 Mar – Logistics Specialty 

Training (electrical system) 
•  05 Apr – Red Cross Triage 

Training (see above) 
•  03-04 May – Logistics 

Specialty Training (water 
system) 

•  31 May, 01 Jun – Logistics 
Specialty Training (shelter 
systems) (01 Jun tentative) 

•  24, 24 Jun – Wildland ‘08 
•  12-14 Sep – Urban Shield ‘08 

HHS Personal Info Release Notice 
Earlier this month HHS 
inadvertently disclosed some 
NDMS personal data. While minor 
in nature, they are required by law 
to disclose this release. Their 
disclosure is attached to this 
newsletter for your review. 

 
Medical Officer’s Rx 

By Brian Blaisch, Chief Medical 
Officer and Deputy Commander 
Welcome to this new section of the 
newsletter. My general role on the 
team is to support the Commander 

and to oversee and support both the 
Operations and Plans Sections. In 
this column I will be focusing on 
my role in supporting the 
Operations Section, as well as 
offering some tidbits of information 
or suggestions that should be of 
interest from a medical perspective 
to the team. 

Operations Section Chief-Dom 
Annie Bustin has been briefing us 
as of late about all of the changes 
afoot in the Operations Section as 
she assumes the reins as the Reyna 
(that’s “Queen” in Spanish) of 
Poss. just want to take a moment to 
recognize and thank Terry 
Holbrook for all her hard work, 
energy and support in keeping this 
most unruly of sections together for 
so long. It’s a largely thankless job 
but a labor of love. Like so many of 
us, she has her fingers in many pies 
and so has decided to spend more 
time focusing on the Wildland Fire 
Program for CAL-MAT. Maybe we 
can look forward to the first annual 
Wildland Firefighter Calendar with 
Terry at the helm!? On a serious 
note, however, look to see 
Wildland Fire Program blossom as 
she assumes control. If you have 
questions about the Wildland Fire 
Program, please direct them to her. 
Again, it is with heartfelt 
appreciation and gratitude that we 
thank her for her tireless efforts 
these past few years. 

Chain of command 
One of the reasons for making an 
extra effort to clearly delineate the 
roles in Operations and who the 
players are is to help us work better 
together. Operations is at the heart 
of what our team is all about. 
Although very exciting at the point 
of contact, literally where the 
rubber meets the road (or perhaps 
road rash), there is much drudgery 

Page 1 

http://www.dmatca6.org/
mailto:commander@dmatca6.org


in developing and maintaining our 
readiness and ability to function in 
the field. Many of us are adrenaline 
junkies and want to bring our own 
special skills and perspectives to 
get the job done the way we want it 
done. That’s what makes this team 
great. However, we have to 
remember to work together and 
utilize the chain of command. If we 
don’t, then we run the risk of 
stepping on toes, duplicating work, 
having key players out of the loop 
on projects, all of which reflects 
poorly on the section and on the 
command staff. In general we are 
all flexible and approachable but 
we also need everyone to buy in to 
this model for benefit of the team. 

•  Hazard as Actuality – Terms 
and Typologies 

 

•  Four Theories of Disaster 
•  Defining Disaster 
•  Overview of U.S. Hazards 

Training News •  Disaster as a Growth Business 
•  Historical Overview of U.S. 

Emergency Management 
By Sam Bradley, Training Officer 

ICS Training •  The Scope of Emergency 
Management If you have not done ICS, you’re 

late! 
•  Models of Emergency 

Management Got Training? 
For those of you having finished 
ICS and are looking for something 
else to educate yourselves with ... I 
found these new college level 
courses that are being offered free 
through the FEMA/EMI website. 
The links below can help you 
follow the courses until they’re 
completed. They’re in draft form 
right now, but you can download 
the material. Eventually, you’ll be 
able to find the courses directly at 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/ed
u/. But for now, they’re not listed 
so you have to access the materials 
by following the “Free College 
Courses, Textbooks, Materials”  
“Courses Under Development” 
links on the left side of the page. Or 
click on the links below. 

•  Approaches to Emergency 
Management 

•  Fundamentals of U.S. 
Emergency Management 

•  FEMA Organization and Role 
in U.S. Emergency 
Management 

Respiratory Surveys & Fit Testing 
Thanks, again, to Leanne Andrews 
and her new entourage for taking 
this on. Thanks to everyone on the 
team for bearing with us with this 
process. We know that the 
respiratory surveys and fit testing 
are cumbersome and frustrating at 
times. It’s also unclear what the 
fate of this federal program is. 
However, the information is 
protected under HIPAA and 
becomes part of each members 
team based medical record. To that 
end it helps me anticipate medical 
concerns that relate to deployment.  

•  State Organization and Role in 
Emergency Management 

•  Local Role in Emergency 
Management 

•  Role of Business and Industry 
in Emergency Management 

•  The Role of the Media in 
Emergency Management 

•  The Role of “Third Sector” 
Organizations 

•  The Role of “Third Sector” 
Organizations Power Point 
Slides 

Catastrophe Readiness and 
Response College Course 
Development Project 

Immunizations 
•  Current Trends and Issues in 

U.S. Emergency Management 
Thanks, again, to Bobbie Johnson, 
for taking on this other “thankless” 
job. As you have heard we are 
losing FOH support for onsite 
immunizations. So we are back to 
being like most employers in 
requiring you to have the 
vaccinations that you ought to have 
to work in this environment. Also, 
you may have heard in the news 
recently that there is a strain of 
influenza in the community that is 
not covered by the vaccine 
produced this year. I can report 
from personal experience that this 
is in fact the case. Hope none of 
you get it. 

The following is a Word doc 
outlining the course: 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/e
du/docs/hazdem/Course Outline -
Session Topics and Associated 
Learning Obje.doc. Only the 
outline and course summary are 
available at this time. 

Hazards, Disasters and the U.S. 
Emergency Management System: 
An Introduction 
The following session material can 
currently be found at 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/e
du/hazdisusems.asp: 
•  Introduction to Emergency 

Management 
•  What Are Hazards? 
•  Hazard Categories or 

Taxonomies 

•  Trends - Building Disaster 
Resilient Communities 

 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/hazdisusems.asp
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/hazdisusems.asp


 
Worth Reading 

The following articles were 
recommended as “worth reading” 
by your fellow team members. 

Public Health Preparedness: 
Mobilizing State by State 
Submitted by Mary Clare Bennett 
CDC’s Coordinating Office for 
Terrorism Preparedness and 
Emergency Response (COTPER) 
has released its inaugural report on 
public health emergency 
preparedness. The report, Public 
Health Preparedness: Mobilizing 
State by State, highlights the 
progress that has been made in state 
and local preparedness and 
response, identifies preparedness 
challenges facing public health 
departments, and outlines CDC’s 
efforts to address those challenges. 
Designed to increase accountability 
regarding the country’s investment 
in preparedness activities, the 
report presents national data as well 
as state-specific snapshots for all 
50 states and four directly funded 
localities: Chicago; Los Angeles 
County; New York City; and 
Washington, DC. 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/publications
/feb08phprep/ 

Bioterrorism: Sudden Death 
Overtime 
Submitted by Walt Sanders 
[Editor’s Note: this executive 
intelligence service site requires 
free registration. You can also 
access the article by Googling the 
article title.] 
Biological agents — contrary to 
their portrayal in movies and 
television shows — are difficult to 
manufacture and deploy 
effectively. In spite of the fear such 
substances engender, even in cases 
in which they have been somewhat 
effective they have proven to be 
less effective and far more costly 

than more conventional attacks 
using firearms and explosives. 
http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/bi
oterrorism_sudden_death_overtime 
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San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 

1376 Willow Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Fax: (650) 412-1815 
2008 Regular Member Annual Dues Statement 
Covers Period from January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008 

 
Name: _________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

 
Regular Member Dues if paid by January 1, 2008 = $25.00    $25.00 
Late fee if paid between January 1 and January 31, 2008 = add $5.00    $_________ 

Late fee if paid between February 1 and February 28, 2008 = add $10.00   $_________ 

Late fee if paid after February 28, 2008 = add $15.00      $_________ 

If dues in arrears for 2007 = $40.00 per overdue year      $_________ 

Tax-deductible Voluntary Donation to SFBAY DMAT (not required)     $_________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT:         $_________ 

 Check #: ______ 
 Visa / MasterCard (circle one) #:______________________ Exp. Date: ________ 

 CVV: ________ Signature: ______________________ Date: _____________ 
 
Members will receive the San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team monthly newsletter and receipt of email related 
to disaster medicine, field deployments and other activities of the team. Email addresses and all other member information are kept 
confidential. No mailing lists are ever sold to third parties. Information may be shared with NDMS, the State of California EMS 
Authority, the California Department of Motor Vehicles, law enforcement, and/or the SFBAY DMAT insurance agencies as needed 
for documentation of certification, licensure, background suitability, and ability to be deployed. 
 
Dues are not required for participation and membership in the federal entity HHS/ASPR/OPEO/NDMS/DMAT CA-6. Dues are 
required for participation and membership in the non-profit entity San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team and its 
non-profit activities.  
 
Payment may be made by check, money order, Visa or MasterCard in US funds only. Checks should be made out to ‘SFBAY DMAT’ 
and mailed to the DMAT office address listed above. There has been no increase in dues for the current year. Late fees are added for 
those paying dues late to encourage members to pay at the beginning of the year and to save the additional effort and cost of issuing 
further reminders.  
 
The San Francisco Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team is a 501(c)3 corporation, and is registered in the State of California as 
a non-profit public benefit corporation. Donations are deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Donations over $100.00 will be 
acknowledged by a receipt. All other donations will be acknowledged by receipt if requested. Copies of the Financial Statement for 
the latest filed year are available upon request. 
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