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Mark Your Calendars 
• 21 Jan – Logistics workday, 

Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 04-19 Feb – Haiti ’06 Mission 
1a and 1b (1 week each). 

• 11 Feb – Team mtg @ Menlo 
Park warehouse/op center, 
1000 – 1500 hrs; clinician’s 
mtg @ 0830 hrs; new member 
orientation @ 0900 hrs. 

• 11 Mar – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 22-26 Apr – NDMS 
Conference, Reno, NV. Details 
below. 

• 29 Apr – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. Tentative, pending 
dates of QuakeEx ’06 below. 

• 05-07 May – QuakeEx ’06. 
Federal field exercise 
involving all Region IX (AZ, 
CA, HI, NV) DMATs and 
other federal, state and local 
resources. Dates are proposed, 
with proposed MST training 
01-04 May. Location is 
proposed to be Camp Parks, 
CA or Moffett Field, CA. 

• 13 May – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. Tentative, pending 
dates of QuakeEx ’06 above. 

• 27-28 May – Moffett AirExpo 
’06. Tentative. Provide 
spectator medical care at this 
Moffett Field airshow and 
display open to the public. 

• 03-18 Jun – Haiti ’06 Mission 
2a and 2b (1 week each). 

• 17 Jun – Team mtg @ Menlo 
Park warehouse/op center, 
1000 – 1500 hrs; clinician’s 

mtg @ 0830 hrs; new member 
orientation @ 0900 hrs. 

• 27-28 Jun – Wildland ’06 
wildfire training support. Dates 
are estimated. Medical care for 
firefighters in live-fire 
exercise. 

• 08 Jul – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 15-16 Jul – Wildland Fire 
Training FTX ’06, Camp 
Parks, CA. Training for 
DMAT wildland fire response, 
inviting members from all CA-
based DMATs. 

• 22 Jul – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 16 Sep – Team mtg @ Menlo 
Park warehouse/op center, 
1000 – 1500 hrs; clinician’s 
mtg @ 0830 hrs; new member 
orientation @ 0900 hrs. 

• 20 Aug – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 21 Oct – Logistics workday, 
Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 02 Dec – Holiday party; time 
and location TBA. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Hello everyone. I was a bit worried 
for a while that we wouldn’t have 
enough material for this issue, with 
everyone busily working on 
holiday plans and other priorities. 
But, lo and behold, we actually had 
to hold some stuff back for our 
January issue! 
There’s enough waxing philosophy 
from other writers, so I’ll save 

mine for now and just dig right into 
things. 
But I would like to take a moment 
to thank all of our team members 
and their families, co-workers, and 
supporters for all the dedication, 
hard work, and perseverance for 
this very trying and stressful past 
year. With monumental effort and a 
lot of support and trust, I think you 
truly demonstrated our team’s 
motto – Caregivers to the 
Nation…Building a bridge between 
hope and despair. 
I wish everyone a very happy 
holiday season and a safe New 
Year. We’ll see you all in ’06! 

New Administrative Officer 
After many, many months of 
waiting, Bonnie Atencio has 
recently been approved by FEMA 
as our new team Administrative 
Officer. 
It’s going to take another few 
months for her to get up to speed 
and for us to hand off all the stuff, 
so bear with us for a bit longer! 
Kelley Ashcroft will assist Bonnie 
as an Administrative Specialist. 
And of course Barb Center will 
help out, time permitting, with 
some of our non-federal work. 
So look for some e-mail, mail, and 
fax contact changes to take place 
here in the near future. 

Post-Katrina Update 
No, you didn’t miss anything. 
We’re still waiting for our federal 
cache to be reassembled. We think 
that our trucks have found their 
way to FEMA Logistics Center 
South in Ft. Worth, TX, which is 
where the cache rehab work is now 
taking place. So stay tuned for an 
invitation to drive trucks back to 
our warehouse. 
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NDMS Conference ‘06 I’m still assembling the “complete” 
Katrina AAR, due at the end of 
December. There’s still time for 
some last-minute input if you’ve 
got any. Send it my way. 

 

The following members have 
requested federal financial support 
for next year’s NDMS Conference: 
Bonnie Atencio Steve La Plante 
Brian Blaisch Darrell Lee 
Brandon Bond Dave Lipin 
Sam Bradley John McPartland 
Ron Buckhout Leia Mehlman 
Chris Burgardt James Milner 
Kathy Burgardt Walt Sanders 
Bill Bush Kevin Sankey 
Catrina Christian Mark Weston 
Roger Harper Stasha Wyskiel 
Terry Holbrook Kay Yamagata 
Vicky Hsie  

2006 Calendar 
As you’ve no-doubt noticed, next 
year’s calendar is quite full, so 
please mark your calendars and 
reserve time for us now! 

Section Updates 
By the DMAT CA-6 Section Chiefs 

Read carefully, though. Some of 
the dates are proposed or estimated, 
and even some of the events are 
tentative. All members and 
prospective members are welcome 
to all meetings. Exercises are 
limited to members and applicants 
(must have turned in an 
application), except for the 
QuakeEx exercise which is limited 
to approved NDMS members (and 
possibly approved non-federal 
members, to be determined). 

Administration/Finance Section 
(Bonnie Atencio) 
It’s that time again! Dues are due 
for 2006 for members of the non-
profit California Bay Area Disaster 
Medical Assistance Team. 
The form is attached to the end of 
this newsletter. You can mail in 
your check, or bring it by the 
Martinez office, or bring it to the 
holiday party in December. 

Other team members are welcome 
to attend and to ride in the bus 
(space permitting), but you’ll have 
to pay your own way or have your 
employer (or rich relative or 
someone else) to help you out. 

Immunizations 
Distinguished Member of the Year Those various slips of lab and 

immunization papers keep coming 
in instead of the PHS-731 forms, so 
we’ll try being a bit clearer – we 
accept only PHS-731 forms for 
proof of immunization! If it’s not in 
your PHS-731 (yellow book), then 
it doesn’t go into our records. 

There’s still time to vote on the 
Distinguished Member of the Year; 
the person whom you feel 
contributed most substantially to 
the efforts of the team. 

For those who signed up, we’ve 
submitted the funding request and 
hope to hear back next month. 

Uniform Update 
We’ve been told that the vendor 
who’s producing the new NDMS 
uniforms has begun to produce 
them; the hold-up was that military 
orders come first! So the first 
uniforms are expected to ship in 
mid- to late-January, prioritized by 
the order in which the team 
requests were received. (We don’t 
know where our team is in the 
queue.) 

Please send your Distinguished 
Member vote by the end of this 
year to Bonnie Atencio at 
ca6rn@comcast.net. The winner 
gets an all-expenses-paid trip to 
next year’s NDMS Conference 
Reno, NV. [Unfortunately, this is 
no longer as “exclusive” an award 
as it once was (see NDMS 
Conference ’06 below), so we’ll 
find some other ways to make up 
for it!] 

You can bring your slips of paper 
and your PHS-731 with you to any 
team event and we’ll transcribe for 
you, or have your healthcare 
provider do it for you. Better yet, 
remember to bring the PHS-731 
with you when you get your 
immunizations! 

Operations Section (Terry 
Holbrook) 

They’re also working on a method 
by which individuals can order and 
pay for their own uniforms. Stay 
tuned! 

The following previous winners are 
not eligible this year: There is little to report this month. 

The whole crew of us is busy 
paddling along, trying to get 
enthusiasm for working on this 
other (DMAT) stuff which doesn’t 
involve presents, holiday plans, and 
work parties, and overeating, but it 
isn’t easy! And it pretty much isn’t 
working. Perhaps our January 
update will be more elucidating.  
Have a great holiday season, and 
relax and enjoy yourselves! Our 
best to you and your families. 

• 2004 – Terry Holbrook 
• 2003 – Bill Bush 
• 2002 – Bonnie Atencio 
• 2001 – Steve La Plante 
• 2000 – Walt Sanders 
• 1999 – Barb Center 
• 1998 – Dave Lipin 
• 1997 – Don Cheu 
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A Couple of Thoughts 
How did the end of the year come 
so quickly? I know we all sit 
around the home fires and wonder 
the same thing at the end of each 
and every holiday season, looking 
forward to another January, but I 
doubt our DMAT experiences 
before this year made us wonder 
just where the time has gone 
exactly as it is doing this year. 
We have not only had a busy 
DMAT calendar this year, but one 
which has changed each and every 
one of us in important and deep 
ways. Even the people who were 
unable to respond to the highly 
charged events of the year have the 
collective experiences whether 
directly or indirectly. They are as 
valued as any deploying member, 
and as appreciated.  
Our experiences have changed us, 
and made us grow. It has taught us 
that responses and their gifts and 
challenges come in many shapes 
and sizes, not all of them warm and 
fuzzy. It has made us consider what 
we do and how we do it, and fine 
tune those internal and external 
processes. It has made us grow up 
in a way, and we will now be better 
equipped to go with fewer 
expectations and come away with a 
deeper sense of accomplishment. 
Whether our personal challenges 
were under our control or not, it has 
made us learn to acknowledge 
those differences, and, when 
necessary, learn to go with the 
flow. Not an easy thing for the very 
personalities which thrive on 
finding a problem and fixing it, as 
we all do. In fact, probably 
something that will take more than 
one lesson to internalize. 
We have used our warmth and 
caring, our flexibility, our sense of 
humor, our determination and our 
skills (perhaps in that order) to 
affect positive change and to help 
hundreds and hundreds of people 
this year in a way that no other 
group at that time and place could 
have done in exactly the same 

way.….we bring a unique and 
valuable package. 

It will have been over 8 months 
since any care has been delivered in 
Leon Valley and the surrounding 
area, so we expect to be really 
busy. We will do what outreaches 
we are able to do, (usually 3 a 
week), and still anticipate a total of 
about 900-1000 patients a week. 
We will be carrying in what meds 
we can, and what equipment there 
is room for, or that the airlines can 
be convinced is for our personal 
use. Like “my” wheelchair. 

And we have grown ourselves in 
that process. 
I look forward to many more years 
privileged to have the acquaintance 
and friendship of this unique and 
wonderful group of friends. Thanks 
for being exactly who and what you 
are, and sharing that with the 
world. 

Happy Holidays 

We will try to keep in touch, and 
let you all know how we are faring 
thru the newsletter or bulletin 
board. We carry SAT phones, and 
are allowed a couple of personal 
calls each during our stay, but even 
though we are under about a galaxy 
of stars each night, it is often 
difficult to get through. 

Logistics Section (Steve La Plante) 
Remember that each member must 
attend at least one workday per 
year. Our workday calendar is 
included above, so please pick at 
least one! 

Communications 
Recent FEMA memos have 
reiterated to us that the federal 
government is not permitted to use 
non-federal radio frequencies, 
including business frequencies 
(e.g., MURS) and personal 
frequencies (e.g., FRS, GMRS), 
and amateur frequencies (e.g., 
HAM), while conducting federal 
business. 

The time is closing fast, and it will 
be wonderful to see our friends and 
patients there again. Think of us 
and send us energy in your 
thoughts…Lord knows we will 
need it!! 

 

There’s still an ongoing discussion 
about whether we can use these 
frequencies to communicate with 
legitimate users of these 
frequencies. Other than that, we 
may not use these frequencies in 
the conduct of federal business. NDMS Serves the 

Needs of Hurricane 
Victims 

Plans Section (Ron Buckhout) 
[No update submitted.] 

FEMA Press Release, 08 Dec 2005 

Haiti ’06 Update 
By Terry Holbrook, FNP 
[Editor’s note: there are still a few 
openings for the February and 
June missions. If you’re interested, 
contact Terry Holbrook for 
additional details.] 
Not a lot new, but wanted to assure 
you that the Haiti Team is still on 
point, and will be in Haiti doing 
medical clinics from the 4th of 
February thru the 19th, and will be 
changing teams midway thru that 
period. 

Baton Rouge, LA – The U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 
National Disaster Medical 
System’s (NDMS) mission is to 
maintain a national capability to 
deliver quality medical care to the 
victims and responders of a 
domestic disaster. NDMS has 
medical, veterinarian, and mortuary 
assistance teams located around the 
country. There are more than 8,000 
NDMS personnel nationwide who 
were all used following Hurricanes 

 



Katrina and Rita. The team has 
supported six hospitals, three 
special needs shelters and eight 
additional sites throughout the 
state. 

The DMATs have provided care in 
nine parishes overall. Presently, 
NDMS is still providing primary 
care to three parishes: Cameron, 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard 
parishes with a 184 personnel and 
logistics staff. 

NDMS consists of several 
specialized teams including: 
• 45 Disaster Medical Assistance 

Teams (DMATs), which 
consist of a group of 
professional and para-
professional medical personnel 
capable of providing medical 
care following disasters 

• 11 Disaster Mortuary 
Operational Response Teams 
(DMORT), which consist of 
private citizens with 
specialized training and 
experience to help in the 
recovery, identification and 
processing of deceased victims 

• 5 Veterinary Medical 
Assistance Teams, which 
include clinical veterinarians, 
pathologists, animal health 
technicians, microbiologists 
and others who assist animal 
disaster victims and provide 
care to search dogs 

• 4 National Medical Response 
Teams, to deal with the 
medical consequences of 
incidents potentially involving 
chemical, biological or nuclear 
materials 

• 3 International Medical 
Surgical Response Teams – 
highly specialized teams, 
trained and equipped to 
establish a fully capable free 
standing field surgical facility 
anywhere in the world. 

Before Hurricane Katrina made 
landfall, NDMS staged nine 
DMATs in the area. Some of the 
NDMS responses have been being 
the first teams to treat patients 
before landfall. The teams were 
also the first into the Ice Arena 
[Superdome] during landfall on 
Aug 29. Eight DMATs worked 
around the clock at the airport 
during the peak of patient 
movement operations. 

During the course of this disaster, 
NDMS has treated more than 
63,163 patients, and more than 
68,654 patients have been 
immunized. 
NDMSs’ DMORTs have processed 
905 human remains, 656 have been 
identified, 244 have not been 
identified, 507 have been released 
to their families and 147 are 
waiting to be released. As of Sep 
18, DMORT’s staff was 255 but 
has since decreased to 126. NDMS 
expects to demobilize by the 
middle of December. [Editor’s 
note: this has not happened; the 
missions will continue at least until 
mid-January ’06.] This has been 
the longest deployment for NDMS 
than any other disaster. 
FEMA prepares the nation for all 
hazards and manages federal 
response and recovery efforts 
following any national incident. 
FEMA also initiates mitigation 
activities, trains first responders, 
works with state and local 
emergency managers, and manages 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

 
FEMA Recovery 

Update for Hurricane 
Katrina 

By the Numbers: First 100 Days 
Collated by Andy Flacks, OPHEP 
Region II, and FEMA, 06 Dec, 
2005 
1 – With an estimated 90,000 
square miles impacted and 400,000 
individuals displaced by Hurricane 
Katrina, the storm is the single 

largest natural disaster in FEMA’s 
26-year history. 
45 – States and the District of 
Columbia received Presidential 
emergency declarations following 
Hurricane Katrina. This total is the 
most declarations made for a single 
disaster in FEMA history. 
132 – Disaster Recovery Centers 
open in the Gulf Coast. DRCs are 
one-stop information centers where 
victims can learn more about 
different types of state and federal 
disaster assistance, including loans 
from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) for 
homeowners, renters and business 
owners. 
2,400 – The (800) 621-FEMA 
teleregistration and help line has 
been up and running for 
approximately 2,400 hours straight 
since Hurricane Katrina struck. 
Never have the registration and 
help line call centers operated for 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for 
100 days straight. 
14,000 – More than 14,000 federal 
personnel have been deployed to 
help state and local officials along 
the Gulf Coast recover from 
Hurricane Katrina. 
40,000 – Approximately 40,000 
travel trailers and manufactured 
housing units are temporary homes 
for Hurricane Katrina victims, 
nearly triple the number of units 
used following all of last year’s 
Florida hurricanes and far 
outnumbering any housing mission 
in FEMA’s history. 
107,344 – Damaged roofs that have 
been temporarily covered by 
FEMA’s “Blue Roof” program 
operated by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers so that families can 
remain in their homes as they 
rebuild. These are the most roofs 
covered following a single 
hurricane in the “Blue Roof” 
program’s history. 
1.7 Million – FEMA has handled 
approximately 1.7 million 
registrations through 
www.fema.gov and (800) 621-
FEMA for Hurricane Katrina alone. 

 

www.fema.gov


4.2 Billion – FEMA has provided 
more than $4.2 billion directly to 
Katrina victims for financial and 
housing assistance through the 
Individuals and Households 
Assistance Program (IHP), nearly 
350 percent more than the $1.2 
billion used for IHP following last 
year’s Florida hurricanes. This 
amount is the most ever provided to 
victims by FEMA for any single 
natural disaster, nearly doubling the 
combined total of IHP dollars for 
the Northridge Earthquake in 1994 
and Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 

This more than doubles the number 
of registrations made following the 
historic 1994 Northridge 
Earthquake in California. 

• More than one in two (52%) 
have been assaulted by a 
patient;  

• One in two (50%) have been 
exposed to an infectious 
disease;  

53 Million – Since Hurricane 
Katrina, nearly 53 million cubic 
yards of debris have been removed 
in Alabama, Florida, Mississippi 
and Louisiana. FEMA reimbursed 
the states at 100 percent for this 
expense for 60 days in Alabama 
and continue this 100 percent rate 
for Louisiana and Mississippi 
through Jan 15. 

• Almost one in two (47%) have 
sustained back injury while 
performing EMS duties;  

• One in five (21%) have 
contracted an illness from a 
patient.  

Our very professional team is even 
more capable after its New Orleans 
experiences. Still, these stats might 
remind us to remain vigilant and 
aware, in spite of fatigue and 
urgency. Every event will be 
different. We will find a different 
attitude in the affected population 
depending upon the nature of the 
disaster, the characteristic injury, 
the nature of the peoples involved, 
the physical situation or 
environment, and the time lapsed 
since the actual event. 

190 Million – FEMA has obligated 
nearly $190 million in 
unemployment assistance for 
eligible Hurricane Katrina victims 
from Alabama, Louisiana, Florida 
and Mississippi who signed up for 
this assistance during the 
application period. 

8.3 Billion – More than $8.3 billion 
has been paid out to National Flood 
Insurance Program policyholders. 
NFIP had closed out $607 million 
in the 100 days following 
Hurricane Ivan, then the second-
largest flood insurance event ever.  

325 Million – FEMA has paid or 
reimbursed more than $325 million 
for hotel and motel rooms being 
provided to Gulf Coast hurricane 
victims who were in need of short-
term lodging since Hurricane 
Katrina. The hotel/motel population 
is down 50% from a high of 
85,000. 

 

It’s a dynamic World, on the 
human scale at least. We have to be 
just as dynamic, always ready to 
adapt, shift and roll with the event, 
all the while never letting our guard 
down. 1.7 Billion – Federal dollars 

allocated for Public Assistance 
projects such as debris removal and 
emergency services in Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi, 
already surpassing the $1.1 billion 
allocated for Public Assistance 
grants in Florida over the eight 
months following the 2004 
Hurricane Season. 

Safety Corner 
Stay safe, Walt. 

Some Interesting Stats  
By Walt Sanders, Safety Officer 
Some interesting stats about EMS 
responders, based on 1,356 
NAEMT members:  

 



 
California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 

c/o Emergency Medical Services 
1340 Arnold Drive, Suite 126 

Martinez, CA 94553 

2006 Regular Member Annual Dues Statement 
Covers Period from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 

 
Name: _________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 
 
Regular Member Dues if paid by January 1, 2006 = $25.00   $25.00 

Late fee if paid between January 1 and January 31, 2006 = add $5.00    $_________ 

Late fee if paid between February 1 and February 28, 2006 = add $10.00   $_________ 

Late fee if paid after February 28, 2006 = add $15.00      $_________ 

If dues in arrears for 2004-2005 = add prior dues plus $15.00     $_________ 

Tax-deductible Voluntary Donation to DMAT CA-6 (not required)    $_________ 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:       $_________ 
 

 Updated professional license is attached. 
 Address has changed - I need a Record of Home Address form. 

New Address: ________________________________________________________  
 
Members will receive the California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team monthly newsletter and receipt of email 
related to disaster medicine, field deployments and other activities of the team. Email addresses and all other member 
information are kept confidential. No mailing lists are ever sold to third parties. Information may be shared with NDMS and 
the State of California EMS Authority as needed for documentation of certification, licensure, and ability to be deployed. 
Information related to a job may be released to the State Compensation Insurance Fund for calculating Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance rates. 
 
Dues are not required for participation and membership in the federal entity DHS/FEMA/NDMS/DMAT CA-6. Dues are 
required for participation and membership in the non-profit entity California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
and its non-federal activities.  
 
Payment may be made by check or money order, US funds only. We cannot accept credit cards for payment. Checks should 
be made out to ‘DMAT CA-6’ and mailed to the DMAT office address listed above. There has been no increase in dues for 
the current year. Late fees are added for those paying dues late to encourage members to pay at the beginning of the year and 
to save the additional effort and cost of mailing further reminders.  
 
The California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team is a 501(c)3 corporation, and is registered in the State of 
California as a non-profit public benefit corporation. Donations are deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Donations over 
$100.00 will be acknowledged by a receipt. All other donations will be acknowledged by receipt if requested. Copies of the 
Financial Statement for the latest filed year are available upon request.  
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