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Mark Your Calendars 
• 5 Nov – Logistics workday @ 

Menlo Park warehouse, 1000 – 
1500 hrs. 

• 8 Nov – Operations section 
meeting. Details below. 

• 3 Dec – Holiday Party! Details 
in Nov newsletter. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
This issue of the team’s newsletter 
finds us only days after returning 
from our second and third missions 
to Louisiana in response to 
Hurricane Katrina. We sent a 5-
person strike team to Cameron, LA, 
and we sent 23 members to 
combine with OR-2 to field a full 
team mission to West Jefferson 
Hospital in New Orleans, LA. The 
two missions were very different, 
and both were very different from 
our first Katrina mission. 
I was planning on including some 
mission write-ups for this issue, but 
the latest mission just took too 
much time. So once again, I’ll defer 
this to the next issue. 
For those involved with the latest 
mission to West Jefferson, please 
start gathering your thoughts for 
inclusion in the After Action 
Report. 

National Finance Center Online 
Last month’s newsletter detailed 
how to sign up for online access to 
your FEMA payroll data through 
the National Finance Center. 
I signed up, and it took a few 
weeks to get my password mailed 
to me. I recently signed onto the 
website for the first time, and found 
it very helpful; it listed each of my 
pay stubs going back through 2004, 
including taxes and withholding. I 

was also able to change the direct 
deposit information; I submitted the 
hardcopy form to do this several 
months ago and it has yet to take 
effect, but the online update took 
only 48 hours. 
I highly recommend signing up for 
this website access; details are in 
last month’s newsletter, available 
on the team website. In fact, this 
will now be our standard answer to 
anyone asking us about payroll 
issues! 
The National Finance Center 
(NFC), which maintains personnel 
and payroll systems for FEMA, 
continues to be displaced as a result 
of Hurricane Katrina. 

 
From the Cameron 

Strike Team 
[Editor’s note: Roger Harper, 
Terry Holbrook, Tony Norton, Ed 
Sawicki, and Mark Weston 
deployed as a strike team to 
Cameron, LA. They returned about 
a week ago, but while there Terry 
had this “update” to send to us all. 
Thought it gave a good feel for the 
environment down there, very 
different from where the main team 
deployed its second time around.] 
Hi all, 
This is, I think, a memorable 
deployment destination. The city is 
totally, totally ruined, with only 

one building left partially habitable, 
the town hall…..right behind us. 
The citizens can do their last “look 
and see” this weekend before they 
literally raze the town…edge to 
edge, top to bottom. We are on the 
coast, near some refineries, but 
they aren’t visible. There is 
marshland all around us, in lots of 
instances not where it belongs. The 
Army Corps of Engineers was at an 
area close to here the other day, and 
said they don’t think the ecology of 
the coastline along here will ever 
return to what it was. Not that this 
was bayou, but some of it along to 
the east was, and it is also now just 
standing marsh and brackish water. 
There are almost no trees, and most 
vegetation is dead or dying from 
the salt. The graveyards keep 
burping up coffins, so apparently 
DMORT is also in town, or near 
here, anyway. 
There is much interest in this new 
FEMA Mobile Medical Clinic 
[pronounced mee-moo], which will 
be given to the town when we leave 
to be their ER….it’s footprint is 
90x36ish, and it has x-ray 
(uncomplicated), pharmacy, 2 acute 
trauma beds, 6 other beds, and lots 
and lots of monitors and other wall 
attached equipment. 
There are great scenes along the 
roads…today we saw a whole 
house – just like The Wizard of Oz 
– which had come to rest right in 
the middle of a lane of the two-lane 
highway. And there are always the 
boats in trees, and the clothes in 
trees, and washers and dryers in 
open fields or hanging from an old 
barn. And then there will be, as 
there were today, two wrought iron 
benches near a rosebush, just like it 
must have been “before”. There are 
all new phone poles, and then there 
are, right next to them, the ones 
which are not unlike a sculpture of 
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poles in various degrees of list, 
with wires and knobs on 
them…sort of musical. The 
Hibernia Bank has only the sign, 
unharmed, and the safe. It doesn’t 
look like there has been much 
scavenging, either, certainly not 
there. The schools are gone, the 
churches are gone, and the homes 
are gone. There are cars in the pre-
school, and in ditches, and in the 
midst of a rice field…..and huge 
tanks here and there. Surreal. 

 
Section Updates 

By the DMAT CA-6 Section Chiefs 

Administration/Finance Section 

Anyway, our team went to Lake 
Charles today to pick up 3 more 
cars. The ride was lovely, and 
interesting……the terrain is flat as 
a pancake, and there is obviously 
water where it never belonged until 
about an hour from here. No birds, 
nothing but crocs (which we have 
in great quantities here in 
town….one was shot last night 
right out by the porta-potties, 6 feet 
long). Then all of a sudden, there is 
sporadic damage here and there; 
there were some lovely dairy cows, 
and some heron and some kind of 
black birds. The people are so, so 
much nicer than last time; they 
smile, and always ask who we are 
and what we do, and then say 
“Thanks for coming, we appreciate 
it.” Nice to get some of the bad 
taste out from the last go-round. 
I love my team….we are 5, the 
other 4 being 4 men, 2 RNs and 2 
medics. They are flexible, funny 
(the best part), and I’m pretty sure 
can keep me out of trouble should a 
real trauma or really ill person 
come in. We also have a helicopter 
during daylight, and 2 ambulances 
24/7. 
Not the mosquitoes we were led to 
believe….but lots of snakes. I 
haven’t seen one yet, but hear they 
found 7-8 copperheads right out 
back a couple of days ago…their 
habitat is gone, I guess, and these 
nice wood piles and shady spots 
under the trailers look like pretty 
good vacation property to them. 
And the crocs are everywhere, 
crossing the street occasionally 
while you wait patiently. Feels 
sorta adventuresome, so I like it! 

It’s that time again! Dues are due 
for 2006 for members of the non-
profit California Bay Area Disaster 
Medical Assistance Team. 
The form is attached to the end of 
this newsletter. You can mail in 
your check, or bring it by the 
Martinez office, or bring it to the 
holiday party in December. 
Also a quick immunization update 
reminder – it’s not sufficient to 
send us lab slips or pieces of paper 
indicating an immunization status; 
immunizations are required to be 
entered into the “yellow book” 
PHS-731 form. You should bring 
this form with you when you get 
your immunizations, or bring it to a 
team meeting or logistics workday 
along with those slips of paper and 
we’ll have someone transfer the 
data into the PHS-731 form for 
you. 

A Quick Trick from our PIO 
Mary Clare learned that an 
effective use of fresh coffee (in 
some kind of open container) is as 
a room, boot, or ‘whatever’ 
deodorizer. (She learned this trick 
from the DMORT training she took 
at a way-back-when NDMS 
conference). We used this method 
in Louisiana with the insides of our 
boots by just inserting an open mini 
packet of fresh coffee and letting it 
‘permeate’ for a while. All who 
tried it were amazed and thrilled. 
Mark Weston at the time said it 
was definitely newsletter material! 
We also used it at New Orleans 
Airport when one of the cleaning 
staff inadvertently mopped the 
floor with the same water that had 

been used for cleaning up after the 
animals. The commo person from 
OR-2 (Tom Cronin) went 
downstairs and got fresh coffee 
grounds and we set that around the 
room in containers. He also made 
some very cool hanging air 
fresheners by dipping partial strips 
of duct tape into the fresh grounds 
and then applying the remaining 
sticky part to table edges, etc., to 
flap in the wind, so to speak. 

Operations Section 
We would love to tell you all that 
our attempts at progress in our 
operations group are all successful, 
and that we have fulfilled most, if 
not all, of our self-imposed project 
ambitions, but that just isn’t true. 
But not for just being lazy. With all 
of the combined days spent on 
response to Katrina and Rita, and 
the work getting caught up at home 
and at our respective work and 
lives, there just hasn’t been time to 
complete our tasks 
We have another meeting planned 
on Tuesday, the 8th of November at 
6:30 PM, another pot luck, at Terry 
Holbrook’s home, 3143 Kirby 
Lane, Walnut Creek, (925) 935-
7075. Come one, come all…..we 
now have some serious catching up 
to do! There should be something 
to interest everyone, and we are 
hoping to get some real progress 
done prior to the holidays. 

Logistics Section 
The Logistics Section has been 
busy the past two months. We 
loaded our three FEMA trucks for 
our initial deployment to Hurricane 
Katrina, only to have them break 
down in the Mojave Desert. After 
repairs had been done by a shop in 
Blythe, our colleagues in AZ-1 
drove them on to Louisiana. The 
trucks have remained down there 
all this time. We hope that FEMA 
completely re-stocks us and calls us 
to come pick them up and drive 
them back to Moffett Field.  
We learned quite a bit in that 
deployment about how to stage our 

 



pallets in the warehouse at Moffett 
Field for future deployments.  
For non-federal deployments, we 
received funding from the State to 
purchase new equipment, which 
has been ordered. These materials 
will be stored at the Menlo Park 
warehouse. We hope to some day 
have complete federal and non-
federal caches.  
In order to improve logistics 
planning and effectiveness, we 
have expanded the number of 
specialized units from three to 
eight. The existing three are: 
• Communications Unit (Darrell 

Lee - lead): maintain 
communications equipment; 
draft communications plans for 
deployments and exercises; 
liaison with NDMS 
communications personnel 
(other members: David Otey, 
Chris Burgardt, Richard 
Brown, Kathy Burgardt, Kevin 
Montegrande) 

• Uniform Unit (Chris Burgardt 
- lead): prepare and maintain 
uniforms; create necessary 
procedures for inventorying, 
issuing and collecting 
uniforms; issue and collect 
uniforms (other members: 
Kathy Burgardt, Hunter, 
Catrina Christian, Stasha 
Wyskiel) 

• Personal Gear Unit (Kevin 
Sankey - lead): prepare and 
maintain personal gear; create 
necessary procedures for 
inventorying, issuing and 
collecting gear; issue and 
collect gear (other members: 
Catrina Christian). 

The five new units are: 
• Cache/Supply Unit (Bill Bush 

- lead): conduct annual 
inventory, create per-box 
inventory sheets, create 
inventory procedures, know 
cache inside/out, loadmaster 
duties, cache packaging, truck 
load plans, air transport 
documentation prep, 
equipment and supplies 

purchasing (other members: 
Brian Buckhout). 

• Equipment Unit (Brandon 
Bond - lead) – maintain, 
service and repair cache 
equipment (generators & 
electrical system, water 
system, heaters, etc). Create 
usage & maintenance 
procedures. Prepare and 
conduct training on equipment 
(other members: TBD). 

• Fleet Unit (JJ Becker - lead) – 
federal fleet (2 box trucks, 
reefer): operating procedures, 
maintenance, create and 
conduct training. Non-federal 
fleet (2 Local Response 
trailers, 2 Special Needs 
trailers, 48’ trailer, ambulance, 
2 pick-ups, minivan): 
operating procedures, 
licensing, maintenance, 
painting & decals, create and 
conduct training (other 
members: TBD). 

• Facilities/Mob Unit (Kathy 
Burgardt - lead): Menlo Park 
warehouse: access, phones, 
network, HVAC, alarm, doors, 
open/close down procedures, 
perform mob/de-mob functions 
(e.g., pkg, arrival, shuttles, 
uniform/gear inspections]) 
(other members: Catrina 
Christian, others TBD). 

• Transportation Unit (lead 
TBD) – personnel 
transportation arrangements, 
work w/ Plans-Liaison Officer 
for MOUs on transportation 
issues like SamTrans, VTA, 
AC Transit, CHP, TSA, 
SFO/OAK/SJC airport parking 
and operations, IATA 
packaging, (other members 
TBD). 

If you are interested in serving on 
one of these units, contact me at 
steve.laplante@sfdph.org, or (415) 
601-1836. 

Hawaiian Shirts 
The unofficially official DMAT 
CA-6 Hawaiian shirt was such a 
success, there’ve been requests for 

more shirts by team members (and 
their families). Besides, other 
DMATs have heard about our 
shirts, and want to trade their shirts 
for one of ours. Who says we’re not 
trendsetters!!! 
If you’re interested in a shirt, or if 
you want another one, drop me a 
line at bbush@pacbell.net and I’ll 
add your request to the order.  
The more we order, the more of a 
break we get on the price. 
However, the price will never be 
more than $45. 
I would like to place the order by 
the end of the week, so get them in 
ASAP. 

Plans Section 
[No update submitted.] 

Website News 
By Walt Sanders, Webmaster 
CA-6 has seen a lot of action lately 
and many of you have some really 
good pictures to contribute to a 
team picture page for these events. 
I have been out of the country for 
two months and have missed out on 
all the fun (great timing!), and so 
I’ve not been able to receive 
pictures with my limited email 
access. 
By the time you read this, I will be 
back home and able to receive 
images. Please indicate what event 
the images are from, who took 
them, and send just three images at 
a time as email attachments. You 
may also send me a CD, or even 
hard copies if you use old 
fashioned film and I will scan them 
and send them back (email me for 
snail mail address: 
wsanders@cruzio.com). 
I think that with so much going on 
recently, we will probably end up 
with several pages of images on our 
website. I have a lot of catching up 
to do but will get on this ASAP and 
let you know as the pages go up. 

Cheers, Walt. 
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California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 

c/o Emergency Medical Services 
1340 Arnold Drive, Suite 126 

Martinez, CA 94553 

2006 Regular Member Annual Dues Statement 
Covers Period from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 

 
Name: _________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 
 
Regular Member Dues if paid by January 1, 2006 = $25.00   $25.00 

Late fee if paid between January 1 and January 31, 2006 = add $5.00    $_________ 

Late fee if paid between February 1 and February 28, 2006 = add $10.00   $_________ 

Late fee if paid after February 28, 2006 = add $15.00      $_________ 

If dues in arrears for 2004-2005 = add prior dues plus $15.00     $_________ 

Tax-deductible Voluntary Donation to DMAT CA-6 (not required)    $_________ 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:       $_________ 
 

 Updated professional license is attached. 
 Address has changed - I need a Record of Home Address form. 

New Address: ________________________________________________________  
 
Members will receive the California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team monthly newsletter and receipt of email 
related to disaster medicine, field deployments and other activities of the team. Email addresses and all other member 
information are kept confidential. No mailing lists are ever sold to third parties. Information may be shared with NDMS and 
the State of California EMS Authority as needed for documentation of certification, licensure, and ability to be deployed. 
Information related to a job may be released to the State Compensation Insurance Fund for calculating Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance rates. 
 
Dues are not required for participation and membership in the federal entity DHS/FEMA/NDMS/DMAT CA-6. Dues are 
required for participation and membership in the non-profit entity California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
and its non-federal activities.  
 
Payment may be made by check or money order, US funds only. We cannot accept credit cards for payment. Checks should 
be made out to ‘DMAT CA-6’ and mailed to the DMAT office address listed above. There has been no increase in dues for 
the current year. Late fees are added for those paying dues late to encourage members to pay at the beginning of the year and 
to save the additional effort and cost of mailing further reminders.  
 
The California Bay Area Disaster Medical Assistance Team is a 501(c)3 corporation, and is registered in the State of 
California as a non-profit public benefit corporation. Donations are deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Donations over 
$100.00 will be acknowledged by a receipt. All other donations will be acknowledged by receipt if requested. Copies of the 
Financial Statement for the latest filed year are available upon request.  
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