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Mark Your Calendars 
• Apr 17 - 21 – NDMS 

Conference, Dallas, TX 
• May 22 – Warehouse moving 

day. See below for more info. 
• May 29 - 30 – Moffett Air 

Expo, Mountain View 
• Jun 1 - 30 – On-call month 
• Jun 5 - 16 – Rough & Ready 

2004, Ukraine 
• Jun 29 - 30 – Wildland 2004 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Here we are in April already, past 
the half-way point of our annual 
“down time”. We’ve got a few 
things coming up to keep us busy, 
though. 

Warehouse move 
Yes, just as the last of you figure 
out how to get to our new 
warehouse, it will soon become our 
former warehouse! 
We’re moving down the street in 
May, to a building across the street 
from our Togo’s “lunch spot” (for 
those of you familiar with the area). 
The new digs will be a big 
improvement. We’re going to have 
much more floor space; enough, in 
fact, to keep our entire cache and 
vehicles inside! (For those of you 
who will miss loading and 
unloading from our conex 
containers, we’ll have to work on 
finding something similar for you.) 
This will also be our mobilization 
site, with a command center, 
briefing room, equipment room, 
uniform room, medical exam 
rooms, showers and waiting areas. 
We will also have a few offices for 
administrative and logistics and 

other functions, as well as secure 
storage for our more sensitive 
equipment and supplies. 
The move will start slowly after 
May 1, but the bulk of the move 
will take place at the May 22nd 
logistics workday. 
Plan ahead and come check out the 
new place!  

Volunteer of the Year Awards 
Bill Bush, our team’s Distinguished 
Member of the Year, will be 
recognized at the NDMS 
Conference in Dallas. If you’re 
attending the conference, be sure to 
come support (or razz) Bill at 5:30 
p.m. on April 18th in the Lone Star 
Ballroom. Come a bit early to find 
a seat with the team so we can be 
loud and obnoxious in relative 
anonymity! 

 
Section Updates 

By the DMAT CA-6 Section Chiefs 

Finance/Administration Section 
FEMA is asking for assistance at 
their headquarters for general 
workload including paperwork 
(applications, etc.) and some 
computer work (updating team 
info). Anyone interested, please 
contact Barb or Kelley at the 
administration office (925) 646-
4690 or bcenter@hsd.co.contra-
costa.ca.us. 
You will be federalized and paid at 
your regular pay rate as if you are 

deployed; FEMA will pay for 
travel. 

Logistics Section 
[No update submitted.] 

Operations Section 
[No update submitted.] 

Plans Section 
[No update submitted.] 

 
Communications 

Group Update 
By Darrell Lee, EMT-P, 
Communications Officer 
DMAT communications personnel 
are tasked with the responsibility to 
ensure consistent communications 
capability for command and 
control. 
This capability ranges from satellite 
communications, i.e., phones, 
computers, cell phones and radios, 
to High Frequency radios, to Ultra 
High Frequency and Very High 
Frequency (our handheld radios), to 
computer systems to track patient 
status with the capability to know 
where each patient is at a given 
time. More systems are becoming 
available every day to track patient 
movement within the Disaster 
Medical System. 
The Communications Group must: 
• Procure and maintain all 

communication hardware and 
software in an area readily 
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accessible to all command staff 
or their designees. 

• Coordinate the establishment 
of all assigned frequencies 
with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
and the NDMS/USAR 
Communications Unit, and 
then program the equipment 
accordingly. 

• Identify and oversee qualified 
personnel to transport, set-up, 
operate, maintain, and 
disassemble all 
communications equipment for 
a training deployment or 
disaster deployment. 

We are usually asked, “How can I 
join your section.” Answer: be a 
part of the Logistics section and 
you’ll find the communications 
group. There are a few leaders of 
the section that have attended 
NDMS Communication classes and 
put those lessons-learned into 
practical applications in the field 
during deployments. Many of our 
members are interested in assisting 
the communication section, and I 
encourage your participation.  
Many of CA-6 alerts or activations 
have been mission-specific and 
require qualified personnel on the 
roster. So where can you gain more 
knowledge of equipment? At 
training events, field exercises and 
wildland fire assignments. 
Communications is involved in all 
those missions, and requires only 
team training for local team 
communication during the event. 
Do you need to have a radio 
license? No. FEMA/NDMS does 
not require an amateur radio license 
for DMATs. It is recommended 
that Communication Unit Leaders 
have an amateur radio license. 
During a disaster, local 
communities will have their own 
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Services (RACES). This type of 
community service can assist teams 
in locating repeater sites and local 
telecommunication service. A few 
CA-6 members have obtained their 

amateur radio operators license, 
which can be used for secondary 
communications for training events 
or scheduled events. 
Communications will continue to 
change during reorganization with 
FEMA. Regional Coordinators will 
have to establish guidelines for 
DMATs to operate under training 
and deployments.  
Please continue the online training; 
a communication section is part of 
the training and will give you more 
information about the system and 
equipment. 
If you have additional questions, I 
can be e-mailed at dlee@mofd.org 
or drl41a@aol.com. 

 
New al Qaida Plot to 

Burn U.S. Forests 
Arab message board posts ‘plan of 
economic attack’ 
From World Net Daily, 4/ 8/04 
An Arabic-language jihadi website 
posted a message purporting to be 
“al Qaida’s plan of economic 
attack” on the U.S. that included 
setting forest fires, according to the 
Northeast Intelligence Network. 
The six-point plan appeared 
Saturday and called for:  
• attacks on the assets of large 

American companies all over 
the world;  

• attacks on U.S. oil refineries;  
• attacks on civilian airports 

with the goal of financially 
devastating U.S. airlines;  

• deliberate pollution of food 
system;  

• setting of fires in the forests – 
“especially those that provide 
the American market with the 
raw materials for the wood and 
paper and byproducts 
industries”;  

• attacks like those on the 
railway transportation lines in 
Spain;  

Last fall, WorldNetDaily reported 
on al Qaida’s threats against the 
forests of the U.S. and its allies – 
and pointed out the rash of 
devastating wildfires that raged 
through Europe, Australia and the 
U.S.  
Law enforcement officials 
suspected several of the California 
wildfires that killed 18, consumed 
more than 718,000 acres and 
destroyed more than 2,400 homes 
in 10 days were deliberately set – 
increasing speculation there is a 
terror connection to the blazes.  
Only one man was arrested – 
Dikran Armouchian, 23, of 
Pasadena. He pleaded not guilty 
and has not yet been tried.  
Damage estimates exceeded $2 
billion. The fires were among the 
deadliest and costliest disasters in 
California.  
Meanwhile, there is evidence 
terrorism was behind other 
wildfires in Europe and Australia 
last summer.  
In the devastating forest fires that 
swept through the Maures 
mountains near the French Riviera 
in late July, investigators found 
Molotov cocktails, or gasoline 
bombs, were used to ignite the 
blazes that killed at least four and 
destroyed 50 homes.  
Luc Jousse, the mayor of Roque-
Sur-Argens, called the fires “a new 
form of terrorism.” President 
Jacques Chirac threatened those 
responsible with “sanctions of an 
extraordinary gravity.” 
The fires in France were the worst 
ever in the region.  
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In addition, southern Italy also was 
hit last summer with devastating 
wildfires also believed to be the 
result of arson.  
In August, Australian authorities 
launched an investigation into 
reports al Qaida planned to spark 
brushfires in a new wave of 
devastating terror attacks.  
A June 25 FBI memo to United 
States law enforcement agencies 
revealed a senior al Qaida detainee 
claimed to have developed a plan to 
start midsummer forest fires in the 
U.S.  
The terrorist hoped to mimic the 
destruction that devastated 
Canberra last summer, killing four 
people and destroying more than 
500 homes, as well as in other parts 
of Australia.  
The memo, obtained by the 
Arizona Republic newspaper, said 
the unidentified detainee revealed 
he hoped to create several large, 
catastrophic wildfires at once.  
“The detainee believed that 
significant damage to the U.S. 
economy would result and once it 
was realized that the fires were 
terrorist acts, U.S. citizens would 
put pressure on the U.S. 
government to change its policies,” 
the memo said.  
The detainee told investigators his 
plan called for three or four 
operatives to travel to the U.S. and 
set timed explosive devices in 
forests and grasslands.  
“Australian security authorities are 
aware of reports that al Qaida has 
considered starting brushfires in the 
U.S. as a form of terrorist attack,” 
said a spokeswoman Australian 
Attorney General Daryl Williams. 
“Arson attacks are just one of a 
wide range of scenarios which have 
been considered as part of our 
investigations into al Qaida’s 
ability to conduct attacks in 
Australia.” 
In fact, Arab terrorists in Israel 
have started dozens of major forest 
fires over the years.  

As far back as 1988, Israeli police 
caught more than a dozen 
Palestinian adults in the act of 
setting fires, while other Arabs 
confessed to arson after arrest. 
Some fires followed specific calls 
by underground Arab terrorists. A 
leaflet issued by the Palestinian 
uprising’s underground leadership 
called for “the destruction and 
burning of the enemy's properties, 
industry and agriculture.” 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said at the time: “The need to set 
fires, which also leads to murders, 
is in my eyes worse than 
fundamentalism.” 
Israeli nature reserve authorities 
said 408 fires in May and June of 
1988 destroyed 400,000 acres of 
land, nearly seven times the 
acreage burned from 1974 to 1986.  
Last year, Gilad “Gidi” Mastai, 
chief ranger in the Galilee region of 
Israel, told the Jerusalem Post: “It’s 
extremely hard to find arsonists, 
just like it’s hard to close off the 
Green Line to terrorists. The forests 
here are on the front line.” 
But, he said, the vast majority of 
deliberate fires are started by Arabs 
with political motives.  
Forest rangers often need the help 
of the Israel Defense Forces to 
battle the terror blazes.  
Arson cases account for one-third 
of Israeli forest fires. “Political” 
arsonists cause the most with 
negligent hikers a close second.  

 
Sam's Clinical Tidbits: 

Head bleeds in the 
elderly 

By Sam Bradley, EMT-P, Training 
Officer 
Looking at trauma cases, I have 
seen a local trend in elderly patients 
with a presentation of minor head 
injury being transported to local 
ED’s and later being transferred to 
the trauma center with head bleeds. 
Traumatic brain injury risk is 
especially high in older adults. The 
leading cause of brain injury 
overall is vehicle crashes and 
secondarily falls, which is the 
leading cause of TBI in the elderly. 
Not all neurological damage occurs 
at the moment of impact (primary 
injury), but usually evolves over 
the hours or days following the 
injury (secondary injury). Brain 
swelling can cause decreased 
perfusion. Hypoxia and 
hypotension can cause further brain 
injury. Bruising of the brain can 
cause vasodilation and increased 
blood flow which can result in an 
accumulation of blood putting more 
pressure on an already damaged 
brain.  
With the elderly in particularly, be 
vary wary of the mechanism. 
Although your patient may be alert 
and oriented at the time of 
assessment, consider the secondary 
brain injury phenomenon. 
Remember, in the elderly, a simple 
fall off a bed can cause a head 
bleed. We have seen cases of 
elderly patients with histories of 
multiple falls where the reason is 
assumed to be lack of balance 
issues or possibly complications 
secondary to ETOH ingestion. In a 
head injured patient with ETOH on 
board, don’t assume any ALOC is 



 

 

secondary to the alcohol ingestion. 
Assume it may be from a possible 
brain injury and is likely to worsen.  
When doing a neuro assessment, 
consider: 
• Get a good sense of 

mechanism 
• Confirm any loss of 

consciousness 
• Confirm, especially in the 

elderly, any medical events 
that may have preceeded the 
trauma,  i.e., a fall.  

• Get – and consistently repeat – 
the ALOC exam 

• Do a thorough hands-on 
physical, especially of the 
head, for DCAP-BTLS 

• Look for fluids coming from 
the ears, battle’s sign, raccoon 
eyes, etc. 

• Check pupils, but understand 
unequal pupils will only come 
when the pressure builds in the 
brain and TBI is clearly 
evident by other signs and 
symptoms 

• Get a good CMSTP on all 
extremities 

Other Things to Remember 
• Even a “minor” mechanism or 

external trauma can cause a 
bleed in the elderly 

• Ataxia after a fall can indicate 
a problem 

• If the patient is an alcoholic, 
there is a higher potential for 
head injury 

• More serious injuries call for 
short scene times, good 
oxygenation and a trip to a 
trauma center 

• Raise the level of severity of 
the patient is on drugs such as 
coumadin 

 
Expert Warns 

California to Brace for 
Big Quake by 

September 
AFP Story, Los Angeles, 4/15/04 
A US geophysicist has set the 
scientific world ablaze by claiming 
to have cracked a holy grail: 
accurate earthquake prediction, and 
warning that a big one will soon hit 
southern California. 
Russian-born University of 
California at Los Angeles professor 
Vladimir Keilis-Borok says he can 
foresee major quakes by tracking 
minor temblors and historical 
patterns in seismic hotspots that 
could indicate more violent shaking 
is on the way.  
And he has made a chilling 
prediction that a quake measuring 
at least 6.4 magnitude on the 
Richter scale will hit a 31,200-
square-kilometer (12,000-square-
mile) area of southern California by 
September 5.  
The team at UCLA’s Institute of 
Geophysics and Planetary Physics 
accurately predicted a 6.5-
magnitude quake in central 
California last December as well as 
an 8.1-magnitude temblor that 
struck the Japanese island of 
Hokkaido in September.  
“Earthquake prediction is called the 
Holy Grail of earthquake science, 
and has been considered impossible 
by many scientists,” said Keilis-
Borok, 82. “It is not impossible.  
“We have made a major 
breakthrough, discovering the 
possibility of making predictions 
months ahead of time, instead of 

years, as in previously known 
methods.”  
If accurate, the prediction method 
would be critical in an area like 
California, which is criss-crossed 
by fault lines that have spawned 
devastating quakes over the years 
including ones which ravaged San 
Francisco in 1989 and Los Angeles 
in 1994.  
That has given credence to his 
research, which was endorsed by a 
state panel, the California 
Earthquake Prediction Evaluation 
Council, earlier this month.  
“Even two years back it was 
practically a dirty word to say 
earthquake prediction,” said Nancy 
Sauer, an organizer of the annual 
conference of the Seismological 
Society of America which began 
Wednesday in Palm Springs.  
The UCLA team – made up of US, 
Japanese, Canadian, European and 
Russian experts in pattern 
recognition, geodynamics, 
seismology, chaos theory, 
statistical physics and public safety 
– says it has developed algorithms 
to detect earthquake patterns.  
The experts predicted in June an 
earthquake measuring 6.4 or higher 
would strike within nine months in 
a 496-kilometer (310-mile) region 
of central California, including San 
Simeon, where a 6.5-magnitude 
temblor struck December 22, 
killing two people.  
In July, they said they predicted a 
magnitude 7.0 or higher quake in a 
region that included Hokkaido by 
December 28. The September 25 
quake fell within that period.  
Now they predict a major quake 
will hit an area that stretches across 
desert regions to the east of Los 
Angeles, home to around nine 
million people, including the 
Mojave Desert and the resort town 
of Palm Springs, which lies near 
the notorious San Andreas Fault.  
That is where experts began 
gathering for the Seismological 
Society of America conference that 



 

 

looks sure to be dominated by 
passionate discussion of Keilis-
Borok’s prediction method.  
“There is something going on,” 
Sauer told the Desert Sun 
newspaper in Palm Springs. 
“People are at least willing to 
entertain the idea. It is not seen so 
much as junk science now.”  
Another seismic expert, University 
of Oregon professor Ray Weldon, 
was scheduled to present findings 
to the conference that appear to 
support Keilis-Borok’s research by 
saying the San Andreas fault is 
about to enter a new and violent 
period of shaking.  
The data, according to the Desert 
Sun, was gathered over 18 years 
around the famed fault, showing it 
is under high levels of stress.  
“You could consider that support 
(for Keilis-Borok’s research),” 
Weldon was quoted as saying. “But 
I don’t lend any insight or support 
to a window of time.”  
But researchers still point to the 
fact that the science of earthquake 
prediction has been notoriously 
inaccurate and the geographic area 
targeted by the UCLA team for an 
imminent quake is very large.  
“It is not specific,” said Susan 
Hough, a seismologist for the US 
Geological Survey based in 
Pasadena, near Los Angeles. 
“They’ve made three predictions 
and two of them have been borne 
out.”  
Keilis-Borok himself 
acknowledged the caution 
expressed by some of his 
colleagues. “Application of non-
linear dynamics and chaos theory is 
often counter-intuitive, so 
acceptance by some research teams 
will take time.”  
But if his latest prediction that the 
earth will move in the area around 
Los Angeles within the next five 
months proves accurate, his 
research could end up saving lives 
and transforming seismology. 

 
Training News 

By Sam Bradley, Training Officer 
and David Lipin, Unit Commander 

Online training requirements 
By the end of this month, you 
should have completed the 
following online modules: 
• Welcome (100) and NDMS In 

Review (111) 
• DMAT Roles & Responsibilities 

(112) 
• Personal Gear (122) 
• Team Safety (124) 
• Tents & Cmd Setup (131) 
• Logistical Issues (133) 
• Litter Bearing (136) 
• CISM (147) 
• Incident Management System 

(130) 
• Disaster Response (110) 
• Telecom (134) 
• Disaster Triage (142) 
• Preventative Medicine for Field 

Operations (140) 
• Personal and Family 

Preparedness (120) 
• OEP Paperwork (115) 
• Feb: Health Consequences and 

Responsibilities (141) 
• Mar: Legal Issues and Answers 

(143) 
• Apr: Mass Gathering Medicine 

(144) 
If you want to get ahead, we’re 
adding one course each month until 
the entire core curriculum is 
completed. Coming up: 
• May: Field Pharmacy (132) 
• Jun: Media Relations and the 

Role of the PIO (121) 

• Jul: Occupational Safety and the 
Disaster Response Worker (125) 

• Aug: Aircraft Safety (126) 
• Sep: Information Technology 

(135) 
• Oct: Veterinary Issues in Disaster 

(113) 
• Nov: DMORT Operations (114) 
• Dec: Outreach Activities (137) 
• Jan: Other Resources (148) 
You can check you current training 
completion rate in the Members 
Only area of the team website. If 
you took a course but the report 
says otherwise, make sure you took 
the survey, and then contact one of 
our Training Officers for help. 
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