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Mark Your Calendars 

• Aug 24 – Logistics work day at the 
warehouse, 1000-1500. 

• Sep – On-call month. Details below. 
• Sep 13-14 – Moffett Field air show, 

local mission. Details below. 
• Sep 20 – Logistics work day at the 

warehouse, 1000-1500. 
• Oct 11 - 12 – Fleet Week in SF. 
• Oct 24 - 26 – Back to Basics field 

exercise, March Air Reserve Base in 
S. CA. Our biggest drill of the year, 
so save the dates! Sign-ups next 
month. Some details below. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Welcome to the lazy days of August! 
We’ve gone nearly two weeks without a 
fire (now I just jinxed us), and have spent 
the last week wrapping up our federal 
fiscal year. Lots of assorted details to go 
through, so here we go: 

September On-call 
September is our final federal on-call 
month of the year. It’s the peak of 
hurricane season, and NOAA just 
increased their prediction of the severity 
of the season. 
We’ll move from a 12-hour response 
window to an 8-hour response window 
for the month. In addition, we’ll be on 
Alert for at least 10 days in September, 
moving us from an 8-hour response 
window to a 4-hour response window. 
Sign-ups are now posted in the Members 
Only area of the team website for people 
to enter their September availability 
schedules. Please let us know your 
schedule for September in the next 
couple of weeks! 
Team members should do the usual 
preparations: monitor the national news 
and the team website for pending tropical 
storms and other events; pack your gear 

(and keep it in your vehicle when we’re 
on Alert), and prepare your family and 
employer for a possible short-notice (or 
no-notice) departure. 

2004 On-Call Schedule 
The 2004 federal on-call schedule has 
just been published. We’re actually 
changing months for the first time in 5 
years. Next year we’ll be first-up in 
February, June and October, sharing the 
western region on-call with AK-1 and 
CA-2. 

Moffett Field Air Show 
We’ve agreed to provide medical 
coverage (basic first aid) to the spectators 
at this year’s military air show at Moffett 
Field, September 13-14. We need 6-8 
interested team members, but we’ll sign 
up more people just in case we are 
simultaneously on a federal mission. 
This is an Air National Guard air show 
with the 129th, the same unit that recently 
lent us one of their aircraft for our June 
exercise. Come watch them do their 
thing! 

Back-to-Basics Help 
CA-6 has been assigned the task of 
running a mass prophylaxis training 
exercise at this year’s statewide DMAT 
exercise. We’re looking for a few team 
members to help organize and conduct 
this exercise. If you’re interested in 
helping as one of the following positions, 
please contact David Lipin: 
• Administration Section Chief 
• Operations Section Chief 
• Interview Unit Leader 
• Pharmacy Unit Leader 
• Briefing Unit Leader 
• Mental Health Unit Leader 
• Logistics Section Chief 
• Security Unit Leader 
• Public Information Officer 

You will be expected to attend planning 
conference calls and contribute 
approximately 2 hours of planning and 
preparation work per week from 
September through the exercise, and of 
course attend the exercise. 

Congratulations Kelley! 
Kelley Center, our Administrative 
Assistant, tied the knot on Saturday, 
August 16th, with her new husband James 
Ashcroft. Congrats, Kelley! 

Camp Parks Wildland Fire Exercise 
Many thanks to the CA-6 members who 
helped out Darrell at the Camp Parks 
Wildland 2003 training. It was relatively 
uneventful, but the planned ambulance 
strike team never materialized, so we 
were the only medical personnel at the 
event! 

WTC Health Screening 
The deadline for signing up to participate 
in the WTC subject medical screening 
examination has been extended through 
August 31st. Anyone who worked on the 
WTC response in NYC can apply online 
at www.ndms.dhhs.gov. Allow about 3 
weeks for someone to contact you to 
schedule a 2-hour appointment at the 
federal building in San Francisco. This is 
a fairly thorough health screening, and I 
strongly encourage all CA-6 members 
who participated in the WTC mission to 
take this screening. 

New NDMS Requirements 
NDMS has tied federal funding to team 
performance for the upcoming fiscal year 
(starting August ’03). So far, two new 
requirements affect team members: 
• All deployable team members must 

have completed their vaccinations. 
• 35% of deployable team members 

must have completed the entire 
NDMS online core curriculum. 

These requirements are not new or 
unexpected. Immunizations have been 
required since January of this year, and 
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our team’s online training requirements 
will have members completing the core 
curriculum within the appropriate 
timeframe. Many members are doing 
reasonably well in these areas. 
Now that team funding is tied to member 
performance, we even more strongly 
encourage any team members who are 
not current on their requirements to catch 
up. We do not want to be placed in the 
awkward position of having to decide 
between team members and much-needed 
federal funds! 

 
Section Updates 

By the DMAT CA-6 Section Chiefs 

Finance/Administration Section 
This month will certainly be a hectic 
month with CDF and preparations for our 
on-call status next month. Both Barb and 
Kelley will be out of the office between 
August 14th and 26th. There will be a 
back-up AO for this timeframe in case of 
an activation. 
For those members that have obtained 
enough experience in a field for an 
upgrade with NDMS, please contact us 
for the necessary paperwork. Most 
NDMS positions require one year full-
time experience so, for example, if you 
have been an RN for one year and are 
listed with NDMS as an EMT, you can 
apply for an upgrade to Staff Nurse. 
Team requirement letters have been 
mailed out to each active member 
showing individual profiles. If you feel 
your profile is incorrect, missing 
something, or you just have questions, 
please contact Kelley in administration. 

Logistics Section 
The next workday is August 24th, 1000-
1500 hours. We’ll be preparing for our 
September inventory and cache re-
organization. 

Operations Section 
No report submitted. 

Plans Section 
No report submitted. 

 
NOAA: 2003 Atlantic 

Hurricane Outlook Update 
NOAA, August 7, 2003 

Summary 
NOAA’s updated outlook for the 2003 
Atlantic hurricane season indicates a high 
likelihood (60%) of an above-normal 
season, a 35% probability of a near-
normal season, and only a 5% chance of a 
below-normal season, according to a 
consensus of scientists at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's (NOAA) Climate 
Prediction Center (CPC), the Hurricane 
Research Division (HRD), and the 
National Hurricane Center (NHC). See 
NOAA’s definitions of above-, near-, and 
below-normal seasons. 
This update predicts a seasonal total of 
12-15 tropical storms, with 7-9 becoming 
hurricanes, and 3-4 becoming major 
hurricanes. It also anticipates a seasonal 
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) 
index in the range of 120%-170% of the 
median. 
Consistent with past above-normal 
hurricane seasons it is likely that many of 
these hurricanes will develop over the 
tropical Atlantic and move generally 
westward as they strengthen. Depending 
on future steering currents that cannot be 
predicted at extended ranges these 
hurricanes could pose a threat to the 
United States and/or the Caribbean 
Islands. 

Comparison With May 19, 2003 Outlook 
These levels of expected activity are 
consistent with the ranges stated in our 
pre-season outlook issued May 19, which 
also indicated a high likelihood (55%) of 
an above-normal season and a 35% 
chance of a near-normal season. The May 
outlook called for 11-15 tropical storms, 

6-9 hurricanes, and 2-4 major hurricanes, 
and an ACE index range of 110%-180% 
of the median. 
In May we indicated an increased 
likelihood of an above-normal season 
based in part on the expectation that La 
Niña conditions would develop during 
the summer. La Nina reduces the vertical 
wind shear (i.e., the change in winds with 
height) over the tropical Atlantic Ocean, 
making it easier for tropical disturbances 
to become hurricanes (Gray 1984). 
La Nina has not developed as expected. 
Nonetheless, the expected conditions 
combined with the active phase of the 
Atlantic multi-decadal signal are 
conducive to an above-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season. 

Discussion 

1. Expected Activity 
60% chance above normal, 35% chance 
near normal, 5% chance below normal. 
An important measure of the overall 
seasonal activity is NOAA’s 
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) 
index, which accounts for the collective 
strength and duration of Atlantic tropical 
storms and hurricanes during a given 
hurricane season (see Background 
Information). We expect the 2003 
seasonal ACE index to be in the range of 
120%-170% of the median. An above-
normal season is defined by an ACE 
index above 120% of the median. 
There have already been four tropical 
storms this Atlantic hurricane season, 
with two becoming hurricanes (Claudette 
and Danny). We are forecasting a 
seasonal total of 12-15 tropical storms, 
with 7-9 becoming hurricanes, and 3-4 
becoming major hurricanes [categories 3-
4-5 on the Saffir-Simpson scale]. This 
means that for the remainder of the 
season we expect an additional 8-11 
tropical storms, with 5-7 becoming 
hurricanes, and 3-4 becoming major 
hurricanes. However, the total activity as 
measured by the ACE index can certainly 
be in the expected range without all three 
of these criteria being met.  
Based on past historical data similar 
seasons have averaged 2-3 landfalling 
hurricanes [TABLE 2] in the continental 
United States and 1-2 hurricanes in the 
region around the Caribbean Sea. 
However, it is important to recognize that 
it is currently not possible to confidently 
predict at these extended ranges the 
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number or intensity of landfalling 
hurricanes, or whether a particular 
locality will be impacted by a hurricane 
this season. 

2. Expected Climate Conditions 
Active Atlantic multi-decadal signal and 
continuation of favorable atmospheric 
conditions despite absence of La Niña 
The combination of the active Atlantic 
multi-decadal signal and La Niña 
typically produces conditions most 
conducive to an extremely active Atlantic 
hurricane season. The active Atlantic 
multi-decadal signals are in place. 
However, contrary to earlier forecasts La 
Niña has not developed, and ENSO-
neutral conditions are expected to persist 
through October. 
Several aspects of the atmospheric 
circulation are conducive to an above-
normal season, even more so than can be 
attributed to the multi-decadal signal 
alone. These favorable conditions include 
1) an enhanced Tropical Easterly Jet in 
the upper troposphere across equatorial 
Africa and the Atlantic Ocean, 2) weaker 
tropical easterly trade winds, 3) an 
exceptionally favorable African Easterly 
Jet in the lower atmosphere, 4) a more 
northward shift of deep tropical moisture 
into the main hurricane development 
region, and 5) generally warmer-than-
average Atlantic sea-surface 
temperatures. 
These overall conditions have prevailed 
since 1995 in association with the active 
phase of the multi-decadal signal 
(Goldenberg et al. 2001), making 1995-
2002 the most active period in the 
reliable historical record dating back to 
1944. Similar conditions also contributed 
to the above-normal Atlantic hurricane 
decades of the 1950s and 1960s. 

3. Uncertainties in the Outlook 
The current atmospheric conditions, 
combined with the active phase of the 
multi-decadal signal, indicate a high 
probability of an above-normal hurricane 
season. However, the persistence of these 
anomalies at their current strength and 
spatial extent is somewhat uncertain due 
to ongoing ENSO-neutral conditions. 
This is especially true across the western 
part of the Main Development Region, 
where the multi-decadal signal is weak 
(Chelliah and Bell 2003). 
At present below-average vertical wind 
shear over the central tropical Atlantic 

extends only into the lower portion of the 
Main hurricane development region. 
While we expect the area of below-
average shear to continue expanding 
northward in association with the active 
multi-decadal signal, the ENSO-neutral 
conditions raise some uncertainty as to 
whether the resulting area will become 
extensive enough to support an above-
normal hurricane season. 

Cautionary Notes 
1. It is currently not possible to 
confidently predict at these extended 
ranges the number or intensity of 
landfalling hurricanes, or whether a 
particular locality will be impacted by a 
hurricane this season. Therefore, 
residents and government agencies 
coastal and near-coastal regions should 
always maintain hurricane preparedness 
efforts regardless of the overall seasonal 
outlook. 
2. Far more damage can be done by one 
major hurricane hitting a heavily 
populated area than by several hurricanes 
hitting sparsely populated areas or, of 
course, not making landfall at all. 
Therefore, hurricane-spawned disasters 
can occur even in years with near-normal 
or below-normal levels of activity. 
Examples of years with near-normal 
levels of activity that featured extensive 
hurricane damage and numerous fatalities 
include 1960 (Hurricane Donna), 1979 
(Hurricanes David and Frederic), and 
1985 (Hurricanes Elena, Gloria and 
Juan). Moreover, the nation's costliest 
hurricane, Andrew in 1992, occurred 
during a season with below normal 
overall activity. 

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale 
The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale is a 
1-5 rating based on the hurricane's 
present intensity. This is used to give an 
estimate of the potential property damage 
and flooding expected along the coast 
from a hurricane landfall. Wind speed is 
the determining factor in the scale, as 
storm surge values are highly dependent 
on the slope of the continental shelf in the 
landfall region. Note that all winds are 
using the U.S. 1-minute average. 

Category One Hurricane 
Winds 74-95 mph (64-82 kt or 119-153 
km/hr). Storm surge generally 4-5 ft 
above normal. No real damage to 
building structures. Damage primarily to 
unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, 

and trees. Some damage to poorly 
constructed signs. Also, some coastal 
road flooding and minor pier damage. 
Hurricanes Allison of 1995 and Danny of 
1997 were Category One hurricanes at 
peak intensity.  

Category Two Hurricane 
Winds 96-110 mph (83-95 kt or 154-177 
km/hr). Storm surge generally 6-8 feet 
above normal. Some roofing material, 
door, and window damage of buildings. 
Considerable damage to shrubbery and 
trees with some trees blown down. 
Considerable damage to mobile homes, 
poorly constructed signs, and piers. 
Coastal and low-lying escape routes 
flood 2-4 hours before arrival of the 
hurricane center. Small craft in 
unprotected anchorages break moorings. 
Hurricane Bonnie of 1998 was a 
Category Two hurricane when it hit the 
North Carolina coast, while Hurricane 
Georges of 1998 was a Category Two 
Hurricane when it hit the Florida Keys 
and the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Category Three Hurricane 
Winds 111-130 mph (96-113 kt or 178-
209 km/hr). Storm surge generally 9-12 ft 
above normal. Some structural damage to 
small residences and utility buildings 
with a minor amount of curtainwall 
failures. Damage to shrubbery and trees 
with foliage blown off trees and large 
trees blown down. Mobile homes and 
poorly constructed signs are destroyed. 
Low-lying escape routes are cut by rising 
water 3-5 hours before arrival of the 
center of the hurricane. Flooding near the 
coast destroys smaller structures with 
larger structures damaged by battering 
from floating debris. Terrain 
continuously lower than 5 ft above mean 
sea level may be flooded inland 8 miles 
(13 km) or more. Evacuation of low-
lying residences with several blocks of 
the shoreline may be required. Hurricanes 
Roxanne of 1995 and Fran of 1996 were 
Category Three hurricanes at landfall on 
the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico and in 
North Carolina, respectively. 

Category Four Hurricane 
Winds 131-155 mph (114-135 kt or 210-
249 km/hr). Storm surge generally 13-18 
ft above normal. More extensive 
curtainwall failures with some complete 
roof structure failures on small 
residences. Shrubs, trees, and all signs 
are blown down. Complete destruction of 
mobile homes. Extensive damage to 
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doors and windows. Low-lying escape 
routes may be cut by rising water 3-5 
hours before arrival of the center of the 
hurricane. Major damage to lower floors 
of structures near the shore. Terrain lower 
than 10 ft above sea level may be flooded 
requiring massive evacuation of 
residential areas as far inland as 6 miles 
(10 km). Hurricane Luis of 1995 was a 
Category Four hurricane while moving 
over the Leeward Islands. Hurricanes 
Felix and Opal of 1995 also reached 
Category Four status at peak intensity.  

Category Five Hurricane 
Winds greater than 155 mph (135 kt or 
249 km/hr). Storm surge generally 
greater than 18 ft above normal. 
Complete roof failure on many residences 
and industrial buildings. Some complete 
building failures with small utility 
buildings blown over or away. All 
shrubs, trees, and signs blown down. 
Complete destruction of mobile homes. 
Severe and extensive window and door 
damage. Low-lying escape routes are cut 
by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of 
the center of the hurricane. Major damage 
to lower floors of all structures located 
less than 15 ft above sea level and within 
500 yards of the shoreline. Massive 
evacuation of residential areas on low 
ground within 5-10 miles (8-16 km) of 
the shoreline may be required. Hurricane 
Mitch of 1998 was a Category Five 
hurricane at peak intensity over the 
western Caribbean. Hurricane Gilbert of 
1988 was a Category Five hurricane at 
peak intensity and is one of the strongest 
Atlantic tropical cyclones of record.  
 

 
Training News 

By Sam Bradley, Training Officer and 
David Lipin, Unit Commander 

Online training requirements 
By the end of this month, you should 
have completed the following online 
modules: 
• Nov: Welcome (100) and NDMS In 

Review (111) 

• Dec: DMAT Roles & 
Responsibilities (112) 

• Jan: Personal Gear (122) 
• Feb: Team Safety (124) 
• Mar: Tents & Command Setup (131) 
• Apr: Logistical Issues (133) 
• May: Litter Bearing (136) 
• June: Critical Incident Stress 

Management (147) 
• July: Incident Management System 

(130) 
• August: Disaster Response (110) 
You can check the current training 
completion rate in the Members Only 
area of the team website. If you took a 
course but the report says otherwise, 
make sure you took the survey, and then 
contact one of our Training Officers for 
help. 

Save the Dates! 
The California EMS Authority is 
reminding all medical and health care 
providers of the following upcoming 
conferences and exercises: 
• 2003 Medical and Health Disaster 

Management Conferences (An All-
Hazards Approach to Managing 
Emergencies) – September 30th in 
Oakland, October 7th in Commerce, 
October 9th in Temecula. Conference 
registration available online at 
www.creativeeventsolutions.net/disa
ster after July 1st.  

• 2003 Statewide Medical and Health 
Disaster Exercise – November 13th, 
1600-2000. The exercise guidebook 
is available at www.emsa.ca.gov. 

 
Safety Corner 

By Walt Sanders, Safety Officer 
It's time for an annual reminder of a few 
important safety concerns. These items 
have to do with situations that we may 
well encounter in the field. 

It is recommended that you maintain 
some particulate respiratory protection in 
your personal gear (the WTC experience 
brought this home). This can be 
something as inexpensive as a simple 
surgical mask. If there is a clear or 
suspected hazard, your own defense can 
be easily donned. For more detail, see 
www.dmatca6.org/reports/respirators.htm
l. [Editor’s note: the team inventories 
these items and can issue them to you if 
you desire.] 
With the West Nile Virus moving West 
and Lyme disease spreading around the 
country, plus the fact that we may deploy 
anywhere in the U.S., you should never 
leave home without some mosquito and 
tick protection. DEET is the repellent of 
choice, preferably is some form of spray 
so that clothing can be treated in addition 
to exposed skin (mosquitoes penetrate 
most clothing readily and ticks may 
initially catch clothing). For more 
information see: 
www.dmatca6.org/reports/mosquitoes.ht
ml. 
Safe water may not be available when we 
deploy, especially initially, and we really 
need to be self-sufficient as individuals. 
So be sure you have your own water 
treatment materials in your kit. Some 
recommendations are to be found at 
www.dmatca6.org/reports/water.html. 
We all have so many things to keep in 
our heads, it is easy to lose our ready 
response training for seldom encountered 
events. While unlikely, fire is always a 
concern in the field, so please refresh 
yourself by reading the write-up at 
www.dmatca6.org/reports/fire.html. 
Finally, do not forget a most fundamental 
practice: hand hygiene. This cannot be 
overly emphasized; wash your hands 
frequently. Protect yourself! Non-medical 
team members in a disaster situation must 
adopt this practice as well. Most 
everything you touch in that environment 
must be assumed to be contaminated in 
some way. 
Hope everyone's summer is going well, 
and that all DMAT'ers get to stay home 
to enjoy it! 
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