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Mark Your Calendars 

• Jun 14 – Logistics work day; 
unloading trucks from the recent 
Wildland exercise at Moffett Field. 

• Jun 17 – San Francisco mass 
prophylaxis exercise needs volunteer 
victims (see details below). 

• Jul 15 - 16 – Wildland mission at 
Camp Parks (see details below). 

• Sep – On-call month. 
• Oct 24 - 26 – Back to Basics field 

exercise. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 
Well, June is finally here. The month that 
begins our “summer hiatus” of scheduled 
team activities, and also begins our 
unscheduled but busy fire season. 
For those of you looking for your 
“disaster fix” in lieu of DMAT training, 
there are a number of upcoming 
conferences and training opportunities 
described in the Training News section 
below. 

Sign up for wildfire medical work! 
We need many more people to sign up 
for wildfire medical work this season. 
You must submit at application, even if 
you participated last year. It’s a quick, 1-
page application for those of you who 
worked CDF last year. All of the details 
and application documents are available 
at the www.emsa.ca.gov/dmatcdf.htm 
website. 

Moffett Wildland Fire Exercise 
We recently concluded our annual 
wildland fire training, conducted this year 
at Moffett Field in Mountain View. 
We had nearly 70 people at this year’s 
exercise, including team members from 
AZ-1, CA-1, CA-2, CA-4, CA-6, CA-11 
and NV-1. 

The highlight of the training was 
probably the C-130 aircraft that the 129th 
Air Rescue Wing “loaned” to us for the 
exercise. We had free run of the aircraft, 
and practiced litter loading and unloading 
for that hopefully-never-to-be-seen 
activation of the federal patient 
movement plan. 
Many thanks go to all of the team 
members who pitched in for instruction, 
logistics and administration. We could 
not have had such a successful exercise 
without you! 

Camp Parks Wildland Fire Exercise 
We are looking for a few medical 
volunteers to provide medical services at 
Camp Parks on July 15th and 16th, during 
the wildland fire exercise for Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties. We will run 
this mission as two 1-day affairs; we’ll be 
on-site for about 8 or 9 hours each day, 
going home that night. We will provide 
medical care only at base camp, probably 
from the back of an ambulance (air 
conditioning!). Sign-ups are on the team 
website. You may sign up for one or both 
days if you’re interested, but we only 
need a couple of people so don’t be too 
disappointed if you’re not selected. 

Uniform upgrade 
Time has expired for free upgrades to 
your uniforms and jackets. You must still 
comply with the new uniform standards, 
and the team will perform the required 
upgrade for you, but now you must pay 
for this. Old-style uniforms are no longer 
permissible and may not be worn. If you 
have a uniform or jacket to be turned in 
for upgrading, contact Chris to arrange a 
drop-off, or bring your uniform to the 
upcoming work day. 
If we gave you a new uniform piece in 
exchange for your old, non-conforming 
uniform, then the old uniform is now our 
property. (The new uniform is yours to 
keep.) 

We have recently determined that it is 
acceptable for us to sell the old uniform 
pieces ($5 per piece) to offset the cost of 
the new uniforms. These old uniforms 
will be at the warehouse until the end of 
July for their original owners to purchase, 
then available for anyone to purchase 
through August 15th. You may attend any 
workday, or make arrangements with 
Dave to look through the uniforms. Some 
still have name tapes or identifiable 
markings on them; others do not. Some 
survived the upgrade attempt, others did 
not. We did not track these non-
conforming uniforms by person, so you 
will have to look through them yourself 
to determine whether yours is available 
and salvageable. Questions regarding 
non-conforming uniforms should be 
directed to David Lipin. 
Remember, even if you purchase these 
uniform pieces, they are NOT suitable for 
wearing as part of the team uniform. 

Smallpox update 
We recently vaccinated 13 team members 
against smallpox, as part of the smallpox 
phase I vaccination program. All 
vaccinees are doing well; one person 
reported flu-like symptoms sufficient to 
“take some time off”. 

Automated Notification System 
Instructions for using the experimental 
automated notification system are now 
posted in the Members Only area of the 
website. Please review these instructions 
to learn how to access the system and 
configure it to reach you in the quickest, 
most convenient manner. 

San Francisco Mass Prophy Exercise 
There’s still time to sign up to participate 
as a volunteer victim for this non-DMAT 
exercise on June 17th. They still need a 
lot of volunteers. I understand that 
they’re also looking for a handful of 
clinicians as well. 

http://www.dmatca6.org/�
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The exercise will be located at Bill 
Graham Auditorium, 99 Grove Street 
(cross of Larkin) in San Francisco. 
Volunteers are asked to participate for 2 
hours between 10 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., and 
will fill out paperwork, pretend to be 
vaccinated (Q-tips will be used), and 
watch a 15-minute educational video. 
If you are interested, contact Judith Clain, 
Logistics Chief, San Francisco 
Department of Public Health, (415) 206-
2369, judith.s.klain@sfdph.org. 

 
Section Updates 

By the DMAT CA-6 Section Chiefs 

Finance/Administration Section 
Update from the Vista Oaks 
Occupational Health clinic in Martinez: if 
you need the varicella vaccine, please call 
them at (925) 313-1100 at least two (2) 
days in advance so they can have it on 
hand for you. We apologize to those 
members that tried to get their 
vaccination completed and found that it 
was not available. 
We recently received the team's ID 
badges. To receive your new badge, mail 
your now-expired badge to: 

Barb Center 
DMAT CA-6 
1340 Arnold Drive 
Suite 126 
Martinez, CA, 94553 

Logistics Section 
The next workday is June 14th, 1000-
1500 hours. We’ll be unloading from 
Wildland and helping to finalize the CDF 
cache for fire season. 
The next Logistics Section meeting is 
Wednesday, June 18th, 1830 – 2030 
hours. Contact Steve La Plante if you’re 
interested in attending. 

Operations Section 
During the last two nationwide NDMS 
Training Officer conference calls, we 
decided that it would be helpful to create 
an “expert list” of team members within 

the NDMS community. These “experts” 
would be knowledgeable and hold 
positions in areas such as: 
Administration, Communications, 
Logistics, Medical, Mental Health, 
Nursing, Pharmaceuticals, Planning and 
Safety. By no means is this list limited to 
the areas mentioned above. These areas 
should be used as a jump start for us all: 
• Administrative Officer 
• Communications Officer 
• Finances 
• Logistics Officer 
• Medical Officer 
• Mental Health Officer 
• Nurse 
• Operations Chief 
• Pharmacist 
• Planning Officer/Chief 
• Safety Officer 
• Team Leadership/Command 
• Training/Education 
If you feel that you are an NDMS expert 
in one of these (or other) areas and would 
like to be included in our team’s list of 
“experts”, please e-mail Sam Bradley. 

Plans Section 
We had a good meeting on June 10th. We 
started assigning tasks relative to the 
“Plans Portion” of the P&P manual. 
Our next Plans Section meeting will be 
on July 8th, subject to a possible change 
in location as Bill and Annie are going on 
vacation around that time. (I went on 
vacation once. I didn’t like it!) 

 
Nextel Phones 

Submitted by Bill Bush, Logistics 
Nextel’s Direct Connect™ feature is 
going nationwide soon. For those of you 
who don’t know, Direct Connect™ is the 
two-way radio feature of the mobile 
phone service that allows you to talk 
directly to the party you intend to talk to 
instantaneously. This allows immediate 
communication feedback, rather than 
leaving voicemail, and having to wait for 
a return call. The feature also allows for 

you to create Direct Connect™ groups, 
where you can immediately talk to a 
group of people at one time, rather than 
on a one-on-one basis. 
As such, I think it’d be a great idea to 
poll the team membership and see who is 
using Nextel as their mobile phone 
service, and if they are, keep a list of their 
private radio ID numbers. In the event of 
an activation, this would give us another 
method of notifying members. Also, from 
a logistics perspective, it would allow 
better communications between logistics 
personnel without tying up radio traffic, 
or having to break out communications 
gear every time we have to send someone 
out for something. 
If you would like a discounted rate on a 
Nextel phone, you can get additional 
details from Bill Bush, or you can contact 
Kelly Helgans, Nextel Government 
Account Executive, at (415) 850-8660. 

 
WTC Occupational 
Medical Screening 

Submitted by Dr. David Arday, Captain, 
USPHS 
All NDMS personnel who participated in 
the World Trade Center (WTC) disaster 
response and who deployed to New York 
City between 9/11/2001 and 6/30/2002 
are now eligible to receive an 
occupational medicine screening 
examination, to be provided by 
representatives of Federal Occupational 
Health (FOH). Although your 
participation in these exams is entirely 
voluntary, it may be to your benefit. In 
addition, your participation will help the 
NDMS better determine the nature of 
respondent exposures and subsequent 
medical complaints. A link to a web page 
with further instructions has been posted 
on the NDMS web site. You will need to 
visit this web page and enter your 
personal contact information if you wish 
to have an examination. You will also 
need to download a questionnaire, print it 
out, complete it, and take it with you to 
your examination. Once you have entered 
your contact information, you will be 

mailto:judith.s.klain@sfdph.org�
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contacted by FOH to schedule an 
appointment. (Please allow 10 days to be 
contacted.) THE DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMITTING YOUR NAME AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION IS 31 
JULY 2003.  
Once again, these examinations are 
ONLY for personnel who deployed to 
NYC in response to the WTC disaster.  
Technical questions about problems with 
the web site may be directed to CDR Dan 
Beck (DBeck@osophs.dhhs.gov). 
Questions concerning this medical 
examination program may be directed to: 

David Arday, MD, MPH 
CAPT, USPHS 
Acting Chief Medical Officer 
Office of Emergency Response 
12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Suite 360 
Rockville, MD 20857 
Voice: 301-443-3765 or 800-872-6367 
Email: DArday@osophs.dhhs.gov 

Training News 
By Sam Bradley, Training Officer and 
David Lipin, Unit Commander 

Online training requirements 
By the end of April, you should have 
completed 6 of the online modules: 
• Nov: Welcome (100) and NDMS In 

Review (111) 
• Dec: DMAT Roles & 

Responsibilities (112) 
• Jan: Personal Gear (122) 
• Feb: Team Safety (124) 
• Mar: Tents & Command Setup (131) 
• Apr: Logistical Issues (133) 
• May: Litter Bearing (136) 
• June: Critical Incident Stress 

Management (147) 
You can check the current training 
completion rate in the Members Only 
area of the team website. If you took a 
course but the report says otherwise, 
make sure you took the survey, and then 
contact one of our Training Officers for 
help. 

WMD Training Course 
The 2nd Medical Brigade, United States 
Army Reserve, is presenting a three-day 
course entitled, “Emergency Response to 
Weapons of Mass Destruction”. The 
course will be held at Camp Parks 
(Dublin) on the following dates: July 13-
15 and August 3-5. Please see the course 
brochure and contact information at 
www.batwg.org. 

Homeland Security Conference 
A free upcoming conference of interest in 
Southern California: Homeland Safety 
and Security: What Civilians and the 
Military Should Know About Each 
Other. Topics include: 
• Congressman Dana Rohrabacher – 

Opening remarks 
• Dr. Jerome Hauer, Assistant 

Secretary for Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness, DHHS – 
The Department of Health and 
Human Services Role in Civil-
Military Collaboration 

• Mr. David Hagy, Director of Local 
Coordination, Department of 
Homeland Security – The 
Department of Homeland Security 

• Fadi Essmaeel, MD CEM – All 
Hazard, All Society: The Civilian 
Role in Emergency Management 

• Colonel Louis Antonetti – Military 
Support to Civil Authorities: The 
Military Perspective 

• Major Dan Weber, Commander, 9th 
CST – Civil Support Team brief and 
exhibit 

• Panel Discussion and Q&A 
moderated by Kathleen 
Hollingsworth 

Monday, June 30th, 2003, 0800-1200 
hours. California National Guard Joint 
Forces Training Base in Los Alamitos, 
CA. For free registration, go to 
homelandsecurity.nici.org. 

Save the Dates! 
The California EMS Authority is 
reminding all medical and health care 
providers of the following upcoming 
conferences and exercises: 
• 2003 Medical and Health Disaster 

Management Conferences (An All-
Hazards Approach to Managing 
Emergencies) – September 30th in 

Oakland, October 7th in Commerce, 
October 9th in Temecula. Conference 
registration available online at 
www.creativeeventsolutions.net/disa
ster after July 1st.  

• 2003 Statewide Medical and Health 
Disaster Exercise – November 13th, 
1600-2000. The exercise guidebook 
will be available at 
www.emsa.ca.gov after July 15th. 

 
Safety Corner 

By Walt Sanders, Safety Officer 
What you always wanted to know about 
Tularemia and were afraid to ask! 
http://www.dmatca6.org/reports/tularemi
a.html. Or go to 
Reference/Diseases/Tularemia on our 
website. There's even self-testing to aid 
your understanding. Check it out and be 
the first Tularemia guru on your block. 
For those that missed it, our new CDF 
DMAT web site is up and running: 
http://www.emsa.ca.gov/dmatcdf.htm 
(you can also access the same site from 
http://www.dmatca6.org/cdf/index.html). 
Sign up now for exciting summer days 
and nights in the woods. Tent heaters not 
required. While you are there, pay some 
attention to the safety procedures used by 
the forestry crews. Much of it is 
transferable to our situations. 
Those who came to our last meeting or 
Logs day are already aware of the new 
Logs day safety mandate. We will always 
have a Safety Officer present and a safety 
briefing will be given at the beginning of 
the morning work session. Our safety 
crew now consists of Walt Sanders, Russ 
Comer, Stan Stricker, Stan Tomlinson, 
David Otey and Karen Harris. One of 
these people will be Safety Officer on 
Logs days. 
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