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Mark Your Calendars 
• Feb 4 - 26 – Olympics deployment. 
• Mar 2 – Olympics truck unloading 

at the Menlo Park warehouse. 10 
a.m. We need lots of help here! 

• Mar 16 – Team meeting, Carr 
Auditorium, San Francisco General 
Hospital, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (New 
member orientation begins at 9 a.m.) 

• Apr 13 - 17 – NDMS Conference. 
See comments in Commander’s 
Corner below. 

Commander’s Corner 
By David Lipin, Commander 

NDMS Conference 
For those team members planning on 
attending the NDMS Conference in 
Atlanta this April, you need to make your 
own travel arrangements (airline and 
hotel reservations, etc.). 
Bill Bush is arranging group rates for 
hotel and airfare for those who are 
interested. Contact him by February 15th 
if you are interested in participating 
(bbush@pacbell.net). 
If you want to be one of the people 
dividing the team funds allocated for 
team-member attendance, the deadline 
for informing Barb Center is March 1st 
(bcenter@hsd.co.contra-costa.ca.us). By 
March 8th

Conference fees go up after February 
15

, we will let people know 
approximately how much money they 
can expect to receive. 

th

Rough & Ready 2002 

, so register soon! 

This year’s Rough & Ready now appears 
to be firmly set for May 3-5 at the 
Orange County Fairgrounds in Costa 
Mesa, CA. 
It looks like we will fly the team down 
and back. We are looking seriously at 
driving our basic logistics cache down 
separately, so we can “show the other 

teams how it’s done”. We’ll know for 
sure in mid-March at the next exercise 
planning meeting. So we may be looking 
for volunteers to drive a truck down. 

Team opportunities 
If you’re looking to get more involved 
with the team, we still have some special 
projects that we’d like people to take on: 
• Public awareness coordinator – 

We’re looking for a team member 
interested in representing CA-6 and 
promoting team awareness at Bay 
Area medical facilities, conferences 
and other events and meetings. The 
goal is to make local health care and 
disaster response organizations 
aware of us, and to build working 
relationships with them. The public 
awareness coordinator would also 
coordinate activities with our 
recruiting program coordinator 
(Bonnie Atencio), since many public 
awareness events are also recruiting 
opportunities. 

• Fundraising coordinator – The 
federal and state funds that we 
receive to support the team are 
limited to certain uses. We’re now 
reaching the point that we’d like to 
expand into areas that are not 
entirely covered by these funding 
sources. So it’s time to start a more 
active campaign to solicit corporate 
donations of equipment, supplies and 
cash. Many of our own employers 
have donation programs, as do many 
Bay Area businesses. We’d like 
someone to track these down, make 
the appropriate contacts, apply for 
the donations, and manage the 
process. 

• Medical equipment support specialist 
– This person would become our 
team’s expert on the use, care and 
maintenance of our electronic 
medical equipment (defibrillators, 
EKG, clinical analyzer, ventilator, 
etc). These devices need regular 
maintenance and testing, so we need 

someone willing to read the manuals, 
figure out what needs to be done, and 
come to the work days to perform 
the necessary tasks. 

• Uniform specialist – We’re looking 
for a team member to coordinate the 
purchase and assembly of team 
uniforms. Team members would 
submit an order form and check, and 
you’d place the necessary orders, 
acquire patches and name tapes, and 
have someone assemble it all 
(including sewing on all the patches). 
This will make us look more 
uniform, and new members will 
breathe a sigh of relief at not having 
to understand the complexities of 
ordering and putting together a team 
uniform! 

Meeting One of Our Own: 
Steve La Plante 

Compiled by Mary Clare Bennett, PIO 
Name: Steve La Plante 
Team Position: Logistics Section Chief 
Education: MA, University of Chicago. 
Steve was admitted to the sociology 
doctoral program and was awarded a 
masters’ degree in 1973. He spent one 
year in San Francisco’s Tenderloin 
District conducting research for a 
dissertation; still “ABD” status (all but 
dissertation). 
BA in sociology, University of San 
Francisco, B.A., 1971. 
Team Honors: 2001 DMAT CA-6 
Volunteer of the Year 
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Favorite View: The “million dollar 
view” facing the South Bay from Steve’s 
condo at Hunters Point. 
Steve is the proud father of 4 adult 
children. Lauren is completing a graduate 
program in clinical psychology at Cal 
State Hayward and doing her internship 
in Pleasant Hill. Alexa, a recent UC 
Santa Cruz grad, is working for the state 
in Oakland as an Environmental 
Scientist. Jenny is a literary scout in 
Manhattan and has recently returned from 
the International Publisher’s Faire in 
Germany. And, Steve says that college 
age Mathew “fell in love with some 
baseball team called the Mariners” while 
successfully completing his freshman 
year at Seattle University.   
Steve enjoys collecting old books, old 
baseball cards, and stamps. He says, “The 
core of my life is baseball. I have played 
since 1959”. For the past 25 years he has 
both coached and played on co-ed 
softball teams and is currently coach of 
the DPH softball team. 
Steve has worked as the EMS & Disaster 
Specialist for the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health since 1998.  
He performs disaster preparedness and 
response functions, including training, 
exercises, drills and planning, for the 
Emergency Medical Services Section of 
the Health Department; monitors the 
EMS communications system and 
oversees other projects to enhance the 
system. 
Steve served as the Chief of Public 
Safety for the San Francisco Department 
of Public Health from 1994-1998.  He 
managed and administered the Office of 
Public Safety Services, which provides 
traditional police services at S.F. General 
Hospital, Laguna Honda Hospital and 
several neighborhood clinics; he 
supervised 55 Institutional Police 
Officers through the rank of captain, and 
12 civilians.  
Steve was the Administrative Services 
Manager and Police Supervisor for the 
San Francisco Department of Public 
Health from 1990-1994.  He managed the 
Administrative Services Unit of the 
Community Public Health Services 
division of DPH (35 staff); his duties 
included overall administration of a $33 
million budget, contract monitoring, 
personnel, training, capital 
improvements, facilities maintenance and 
sanitation, purchasing equipment and 
supplies, building management, disability 

access coordination, disaster 
preparedness and security, including the 
supervision of a small squad of 
Institutional Police Officers.  
Before that, Steve was a Director in the 
San Francisco Juvenile Probation 
Department (1988-1990). Here Steve was 
responsible for all aspects of the 
administration of a 137-bed detention 
facility with an annual budget of $5 
million, a staff of 100 full-time and 40 
part-time counselors and support 
personnel; his duties included budget 
administration, program development for 
the youth and the staff, supervision of 
staff, planning for proposed new facility, 
and interacting with parents, boards and 
commissions, and community leaders.   
Steve worked for the San Francisco 
Office of the Mayor (Diane Feinstein) 
from 1982 to 1986. He was the Mayor’s 
Homeless Coordinator, where he 
coordinated the planning and activities of 
the county’s response to serving the 
homeless population, including the 
involvement of both public and private 
agencies. He monitored homeless hotels; 
and prepared the master plan. 
He was also the mayor’s Criminal Justice 
Program Manager, where he acted as 
liaison for the Mayor with the community 
on public safety issues. Steve conducted 
numerous investigations and assessments 
involving mostly four departments 
(Police, Sheriff, Juvenile Probation, 
Social Services), resulting in reports on 
conditions in Juvenile Hall, the foster 
care system, jail overcrowding, police 
operations, and completion of several 
specialized assignments. 
Steve has also been a self-employed 
consultant (working on jail litigation, 
training, institutional planning, and 
prison policies and procedures), worked  
for the Arkansas Department of 
Corrections, was a jail ombudsman and 
staff sociologist for the San Francisco 
Sheriff’s Department. 
Steve has extensive specialized training, 
including jail operations, hostage 
negotiation, labor relations, grievance 
arbitration, terrorism response and police 
academy. 
That’s not enough to keep Steve busy, so 
he also conducts training seminars in 
Trends in Corrections, Principles of 
Hostage Management, Institutional 
Disturbance Control Management, The 
Homeless in Corrections, Urban 

Problems, Violence and Gun Control, 
Workplace Violence, and Dynamics of 
Prostitution. 
And, of course, Steve spends his spare 
time serving as our team’s Logistics 
Section Chief! 

 

2002 Olympics Security 
By Mark Starr, Newsweek Magazine, Jan 
4th

Racing down a dusty Nevada road, a 
police cruiser and SWAT van force a 
Ford pickup to the shoulder while six 
officers don red hazardous-material suits. 
"Mount up!" one says, anticipating a 
nuclear "dirty bomb." "Let's go!" A man 
with a Middle Eastern accent gets out of 
the pickup. "I'm going to blow up!" he 
yells, pointing at the bomb strapped to his 
chest. 

 issue 

He starts walking toward the officers. 
"I've got to drop him," Sgt. Robert Breck, 
of Utah's Special Emergency Response 
Team, says to himself. He shoots the 
bomber in the head, the only target that 
doesn't risk detonating the bomb. It gets 
the officers' pulses going, but the only 
thing real about the moment is the sweat-
the bomber is an actor, the bullets are 
paint balls and the bomb is bogus. 
 IN NOVEMBER AND December, 
specialized units assigned to the Olympic 
Games, including Utah SWAT teams, 
quietly trained at a government-funded 
counter terrorism boot camp in the 
Nevada desert. They faced every 
imaginable terrorist scenario-tractor-
trailers crashing into power lines, 
hostage-taking, live biohazards, and an 
exploding nuclear facility. No expense is 
being spared in the interest of protecting 
2,600 athletes, 175,000 daily spectators 
and the 1.8 million wary residents of 
metro Salt Lake City, who-despite a 
security budget of $310 million-still see 
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the Games as the next logical target. The 
presence of the U.S. military guarantees 
some of the same high-tech gadgetry that 
clipped the Taliban. "We're going to use 
almost every credible piece of technology 
that you can use to protect the Games," 
says David Tubbs, deputy chief of Salt 
Lake security. About 900 square miles 
will be covered uniformed troops, 7,000 
public-safety officers and 2,100 fire and 
EMS personnel. Just in case, local 
businesses have hired a private security 
force 6,000 strong. 
Terror is hardly a new Olympic fear, as 
memories of the summers of 1972 in 
Munich and 1996 in Atlanta remind us. 
September 11 only upped the ante. Now 
the Secret Service is charged with overall 
security planning, while the FBI is poised 
to investigate and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is ready to react. 
The Secret Service takes the job 
personally. Its New York office was in 
the World Trade Center." Let us not 
forget that we lost people we knew well," 
says Mark Camillo, special agent in 
charge of the Games. "We do not intend 
to allow that to happen again." Despite 
their public self-assurance, privately 
some Olympic officials are realistic. 
"Fact is that if someone really wants to 
do something," one official concedes, 
"they'll do it." They learned that the hard 
way in Atlanta. Security was said to be as 
tight as a Kevlar blanket. Officials were 
prepared for a plane crashing into the 
stadium during the opening ceremonies. 
Precautions were even made against an 
amphibious attack by scuba-diving 
terrorists at the kayaking venue. "They 
were preparing for every possible 
contingency," says Harvard's Juliette 
Kayyem, a member of the National 
Commission on Terrorism. All but one: 
Centennial Olympic Park. Pipe bombs 
inside a backpack exploded and killed a 
woman (the perpetrator was never 
caught). Security turned out to be closer 
to Kleenex than Kevlar. One low-tech 
command center was housed in a double-
wide trailer, and Atlanta's 911 operators 
didn't know the location of Centennial 
Olympic Park, which lacked fences and 
metal detectors and magnetometers, they 
were often operated by unreliable 
volunteers. The bombing prompted the 
Olympics to be declared a National 
Special Security Event, which commands 
the same priority as a presidential 
Inauguration. Now, Salt Lake Olympics 
gathering spots will be cordoned off with 

10-foot fences topped with razor wire and 
draped with motion detectors. Hundreds 
of military observers, including 
psychologists profiling the bad guys, will 
circulate in plain clothes. 
The Olympics war – whether against 
snowstorms, pickpockets or terrorists – 
will be prosecuted at the Olympic 
Coordination Center, a few blocks from 
the state capitol. The nerve center, 
supporting nearly 50 agency 
representatives, houses rows of 
computers and a dozen ceiling-mounted 
televisions with quad-split screens that 
display security points captured by some 
400 cameras installed across the 
Olympics region. 

Newsweek On Air 

THE OLYMPICS: SECURITY FIRST 
September 11 prompted officials to buy a 
thicker security blanket. Agent Camillo 
helped wrest an extra $75 million from 
Congress and make adjustments, most 
notably in airspace restrictions. During 
the Games, all incoming noncommercial 
aircraft must stop at "buffer" airports, 
where they'll be searched. A 100-mile 
restricted-flight area will become a no-
flight zone during the opening and 
closing ceremonies. "No balloons, no 
gliders, no model airplanes, no paper 
airplanes," says Stu Smith, a deputy 
security director. "Nothing that flies." 
Planes will be easily spotted by AWACS 
200 miles out. In addition, at least nine F-
16s and 21 Black Hawk helicopters, 
outfitted with infrared cameras, will send 
images back to the command center. 
Nobody wants Salt Lake Olympic Square 
to look like a World Bank meeting. But it 
will. Officials prefer to describe an 
operation that sounds like an iceberg. 
"Three quarters of our security efforts 
aren't seen," says Bob Flowers, the state 
head of Olympics security. The tricky 
navigation will start as soon as visitors 
attempt travel. Walking a mile from 
parking lot to venue could become a new 
endurance event. Spectators will filter 
through "mag-n-bag" -submitting to 
troops wielding hand-wand 
magnetometers and checking bags. Other 
parts of the iceberg include fiber-optic 
wiring of manhole covers; chemical- and  
biological-weapons sensors; facial-
recognition technology, and global-
positioning satellites that track Olympic 
athletes. 

But fancy gadgetry can't replace men and 
women in the field. Secret Service agents 
consider the backsides of Alpine-event 
mountains porous boundaries. "It's a huge 
challenge," says Camillo. "The 
conditions will be severe," says Special 
Agent Bill Bishop. "But we've been given 
the best equipment to succeed."  
Bishop and his team of sharpshooters on 
skis, snowshoes and snowmobiles will 
carry avalanche kits, handcuffs, night-
vision monoculars, thermal-vision 
binoculars and .357 pistols with two extra 
magazines. Despite its aggressive 
precautions, Greater Salt Lake City feels 
vulnerable. It's concerned about 
bioterrorism. Even some Secret Service 
agents worry about smallpox attacks. 
"The bigger risk is what's happening in 
between the venues, in the rest of the Salt 
Lake area," says Dave Thompson, a 
security adviser whose clients include the 
Pentagon. 
But plans are only as good as their 
execution. That was evident in Salt Lake 
City earlier this month. In the lobby of 
the security command center, a scruffy 
twenty-something sat twirling a six-inch 
knife. At a press conference with senior 
federal officials, anyone with a driver's 
license entered without even a cursory 
security check. At Olympics 
headquarters, metal detectors failed to 
notice a cell phone, digital camera and 
tape recorder. Some glitches in dress 
rehearsal are to be expected. But come 
opening night, the bad guys won't be 
actors. 

 Safety Corner 
By Walt Sanders, Safety Officer 

Respiratory Protection 
After the WTC experience, and the 
resulting respiratory distress many 
experienced during and long afterwards, I 
am recommending a comfortable 
alternative to those who might otherwise 
not wear provided respiratory protection 
at deployment sites. If NDMS mandates 
respiratory protection, then that must be 
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worn or you must leave the site. If that 
protection is optional or unenforced, and 
you or others are opting out, or 
successfully cheating (at much risk to 
your future health), then you should at 
least consider one of the relatively 
comfortable (albeit possibly less 
protective) alternatives listed below. 
Also, when no protection is mandated, 
but there is clear or suspected respiratory 
hazard, then one of these personal 
respiratory defenses can be easily and 
comfortably donned. The 3M 8210 or 
Pleats Plus models below are comfortable 
and cheap, as well as light and small for 
packing and carrying. It must be stressed 
that these are particulate filters, not "gas 
masks". 
For those wanting more serious personal 
protection, cartridge items are listed also. 
Full-face respirators have the advantage 
of protecting the eyes from vapors, 
aerosols and particulate matter. I am not 
recommending this level of personal 
protection since we should not expect to 
deploy into such a high hazard 
environment. 

• 

Some Online Supply Houses (with 
images of these items): 

ANI Safety 
 http://www.anisafety.com 

• Clean Sweep Supply 
 http://www.cleansweepsupply.com 

• Empire Glove & Safety  
http://empireglove-safety.com 

• Health Safety Online 
http://www.healthsafetyonline.com/Spe
cialInfoPage/InfoPage.htm 

• Keysan 
http://www.keysan.com 

• Omark Safety Online  
http://www.omarksafety.com 

• QC Supply  
http://www.qcsupply.net/index.html 

• 

A Selected List of Disposable Particulate 
Half-Mask Respirators (Moldex 
2310N99 or 3M 8210 recommended): 

• 
Moldex 2200N95, $1/each, no valve 

• 

Moldex 2310N99, $3/each, valve, 
premium model 

• 

3M 8210, $1/each, no valve, most 
comfortable. 
Pleats Plus N95, $1/each, free 
breathing, extends forward 2-3" 

• 
Cartridge Models & Cartridges: 

• 
8000 Half-Mask, $11 

• 

Organic Vapor, $23-45, paints, 
pesticides, etc. 
Acid Gas, $48-55, chlorine, hydrogen 
chloride, sulfur dioxide (escape only 
from H sulfide & H fluoride) 

• 

Some Full-Face Cartridge Respirators 
(incl. eye protection) 

• 
Pro-Tech 1694, $103, excellent vision. 

• 
Wilson W6500, $222, best fit/seal. 

• 

3M 6000, $88, best buy, cartridges 
well-priced. 
Phalanx Gas Mask, $225, military-style 
gas mask (MCU-2/P Mask, used by the 
U.S. Air Force in Desert Storm), full-
blown private protection. 

 

Numerous hazard-specific cartridges are 
available. Their efficacy is largely 
dependent upon a full-face mask seal. 
Men must be clean shaven to achieve a 
safe seal. 

WTC MMWR 
New York Times, January 15, 2002 
Most of those injured in the World Trade 
Center attack required only outpatient 
medical treatment, a new study finds. 
The finding, reported in The Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), 
a publication of the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) and Prevention, gives a 
fairly detailed look at who was hurt in the 
attack and the nature of their injuries. 
The goal of such studies is to improve 
emergency medical responses in future 
disasters. To that end, within six hours of 
the time the airplanes struck the towers, a 
New York City Health Department rapid 

assessment team began assembling 
information from hospitals, the study 
said. 
The report dealt with five hospitals that 
treated 790 injured survivors: the four 
closest to the trade center and a fifth, 
where burn victims were transferred. It 
did not take into account people whom 
were treated elsewhere, including at 
triage centers, other hospitals in the city, 
at hospitals outside the city, or by private 
doctors. In all, about 18 percent, or 139 
people, were hospitalized. 
The survivors ranged in age from 1 to 95, 
with most requiring treatment for lung 
injuries (387) and eye injuries (204) 
caused by smoke, dust and the like. There 
were also 110 cases of sprains or strains, 
110 patients with cuts, 46 cases of 
fracture and 39 burn cases. 
Sixty-six percent were men, and 29 
percent were rescue workers. The injured 
began arriving within minutes of the 
attack. The peak came about two or three 
hours later. 
The CDC said the hospitalization pattern 
was similar to that of other terrorist 
attacks on buildings, including the 
Oklahoma City federal building. 
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